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{ANTI CAVALI ERISME, 
OR, 


TRY IH PLEADING 


AS VVELL THE NECESSITY, 
As the Lawfulneſle of this preſent VVarre, 
_ fortheſup preſsing of that Butcherly 


brood of Cavaliering [ncendiaries, who are 
now hammering England, to. make an 


IRELANDOFIT: 


WHEREIN 


EEE THE MATERIALL 
Objettions againſt the lawfulneſſe of this under- 
taking, are fully cleared and anſwered, 


Good men, exhorted to contribute all maner of aſſiſtance hereunto. 


DO — 


By J 0: GoOODWIN. 


your Sons, and your Daughters, your Wives, and your Houſes, Nehem. 4. 14. 
Alt that take the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword, May, 26, 52, 
DetRex Legji, quod LexRegi, .z, Imperium ac poteltarem, 
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London Printed by G. B. and AR. W. for Henry Overton, and are to bee 
Sold athis Ou in re Y -. I 64 2. 


Be not afraid of chan: Remember the great Lord and fearefull,and fo for your Fry 
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And all men that either love God, Themſelves, or 3 
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» b-ANH AT which ſome inthe Goſpell ſpake in grear amazemenc,' by way 
RSX. of glorifying.Gyqd, upon occaſion of amr unexpeRted breaking our of 
DD his goodneſſe.and power, ina miraculous cite; {t ws prot fern after 
LS I-{ch 4 faſhion( AAar..2. 12.) may now be utrered/by.the* Inhabitants of 
WET, this Kingdome, with aſtoniſhment, tothe everlalting' ſhame ahd' infa- 
W>.my-of men ; upon occaſion of the late breaking our'of that fire of 
rage and cruelry, which yer burnerh inthe midſt! of the bowels 6f ir, 
yg and threatens ro conſurne the very! fouriations' thereof, 'excepr it bee 
9 ( =, caſonably;quenchedby-a gracious riinfrom'on' High: And as all thar 
aw chat inhumane-burchering and-quarcering our into; pieces of the' Zevites' wife by her owne 
| huxband, eryed out, and-ſaid, 7 here Wus no ſuch thing dont of ſeen, ſince th: tinge that the Children 
of I{racl came uh out af tbe Lani of e/Egypt,cmtill that day, Judg. 19, 30.' So 'doubtlefle whoſoe- 
hall onſite what bloody-afid horrid intendments and /arrempts7 againſt 'this Nation, have 
raſſed:the hearcs-and} bands of ſoine.of her. owne Children, may truly fay, Thee bath no ſuch 
thing been doneof ſeen in the;Land} fince God firſt cauſed mento live ontheface of ir, £7 
Whar ſhall we thinke'of that Legion of Devils (I had almoſt called them) who now. poſſeſſe 
| the Land. and after the-mariner of Devils indeed, ſeeke all to rent andreare it in pieces ;_ 1 mean 
that Colluvies; chat heape, thar gathering cogerher of che ſciim, 'and drofſe, and garbage of the 
Land;'that moſt'aceutſed confederacy;, 'made up of Gebal, arid 'Ummon, and Amaleck, , . Phi- 
liſlims withthe Inhabitants of Tyre, of Jeſuices and Papilts;/'arid Atheiſts ,” of ſtigmaticall and in- 
famous perſons in all kindes;-with that bloody and butcherly Generation, commonly knowne 
by the-name'! of .Cavalieres 2 Have: they nor-throigh ſome 'blacke arr or other gotten the 
chjete treaſure of the-Land;the King, incotheir poſſeſſion, ſerring him Kill in the Front of all 
their dſperate. deſignes z whicharetheſe, and cheir-felfowes : '1;To pull thoſe” Stars our ofthe 
Firmamen; ofaheLand, to:diffolveand ruirie tharAflembly,> wich is by wnrerpretation, or re- 
preſentation:(whichyou-will) the whole Nation, 5; When they have opened'this doore of hope 
uno themidlyes;re;turnetheLawes, and-preſenit frame of Government upſide downe, 3. To 
makehavgckand'\defolation; toroore.our the Generation*of the Saints: uſhcand branch, men 
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A ODOIBLESoNS hering 0d) wa! of th&L2adl BA27Fo make Tapitic and ſpoile of 
al:the-goods and poſſeſſions, ar leaſt of all choſe that withitand them, and are nor brecorem 
x | | A2 3rY 


- 


Let 


ecnio one Arab ur Liberties, our Eſtares, be ac all precious or deare unto us in this behalfe, 
1p expoſe them 


F inſt us ; to. make our lives, and our liberties, and' our Religion good apainſt that accurſed 


nthar-now-magnifiech chemſe}ves, ro make a prey and ſpoile of them, ro make hayock 
jon of chem all at once, if the Lord ſhall yer pleaſe ro deliver us our of their hands, 


, be it unto the greareft danger, ro prevent the certaine and moſt unqueſtionable 


ruine of, them ;otherwiſe ; ler us reſolve ro put all inthe hands of GoJ, to prevent the falling 
ofall, or, any. thing, inco the hands of theſe. men. There is neither man nor woman of us, 
neither young nor old, but hath ſomewhar or other, more or leſſe, a Mite or two atleaſt ro caſt 


i, 
þ 


en and. 


 inco the Treaſury of che Publike ſafetie. Men that have ſtrength of body for the War, and fin- 
| ans rl how to fight, letthem to the Battle, and not fears to looke the enemy in the face. 


women that have: onely Purſes and Eſtates, ler them turne rhem into men and 


ſwordsfor che Bauis, Men that have heads, but want armes, and hands for ourward execution, 
ſertheſe ſtudy and contrive methods and wayes of proceedings : Head-work is every whir as ne= 
ceſlary in ſuch a time and exigent, as hand-worke is. They that have neither hands, nor heads, 
nor Eſtates, let: them finde hearts to keeps the Mountaine of. God, to pray the ' enemies 
Jowne, and the Armies of the Lord up : Ler them finde ronguesto wherup the courage and 
reſolutions of others. This is a ſervice wherein women alſo may quir themſelyes like men, 
whole prayers commonly are as maſculine, and doe as great and ſevere execution, as the pray- 
ers of men. . As. for little Chilcren thar know not the righc hand from che left, and fo are un- 


capable of 
I meane, a 


exhortation, or putting on this way by their weakneſſe and innocency ( innocency 
s.concerning the enzmies, and giving theo the leaſt cauſe or colour of their bloody 


intendments, as likewiſe in reſpe3& of the crying ſins, and: horrid provocations of other men ) 
they dos (every whit as much rowards the furtherance of the ſervice, as men doe by their 
ſtrength, by their wiſdome; by their eſtates, or otherwiſe; as wee ſee inthe caſe of Go Þ 5s 

ſparing Niwveh, - The fixfcore thouſand Children that knew nor their right hand from the 
left, were the great interceſſors, and chiefe mediators in the behalfe of the City with him. 
Yea, the bruit beaſts themſelves , the Cartell, their caſe and condition working upon the good- 
neſſe and graciouſneſſe of G o py , were contributors too in cheir nature towards this ſervice : 

Asisto be ſeen in the Jaſt clauſe of the place cited from the Propher 7oxah, And ſhould not I 
fare Nimiveh, (6, ------ and alſo much Cattell, Therefore now I beſeech you thar are capable 
of the great evils and dangers that threaten you, and are even at your doore, be not you want- 
ing and backward-in any thing that is in your hand to doe, if it b- poſſible , arid as far as in you 


 lyeth, redeeme your lives with your lives, your eſtates with your eſtates, your Religion 


with your Religion, out of the hands of thoſe men, ſer them all ro worke for their owne mainte= 
ance & preſervation: yea if you know how to create more ſtrength then you haye, or to improve 


your ſelye 
you do it; 


$ſeyenty times ſeven fold above the proportion of any your preſent abilities, Lbeſeech 
at leaft be willing (aSthe Apoſtle beares the Corinthians witneſſe they were in a caſe nor 


altogether unlike ) above that you are able, ther ſo you may be {ure to give out your ſelves to the 
utmoſt of your ability, the more freely, 
Uive me leave to ſer an edge upon you, to quicken and encourage you, to ſtrengthen your 


hand to the worke, by the tender onely of two motives, or conſiderations unto You, 
» DY } » 


- 


I. Conſider that the cauſe, wherein you are deſired and exhorted to appeare, and to engage * 


| Your ſelves ro the urmoſt, is like unto the Law of God it feife in thoſe excellent qualifications 
ef it: Kis juſt, and holy, and good : there is nothing in it that ſhould make you aſhamed either 
before God, or juſtly-judging men, nothing that needs make you tender, or holding off in 
point of conſcience, You are to ſtand up in the defence of your Lives,your Liberties, your Eſtates, | 
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your Houſes, your Wives, your Children, your Brethren, and that not of this Nation only; buj 
ofthoſe rworotfier Nations likewiſe uniced:under the ſame government with this, the defence of 
choſe Religious and fairbfull Governours, that Horicurable Aﬀerably of Parliamerit, whoſe pow 
erand priviledges youſtand bound by your folemn Vow and'Proteſtotiori unto God, (beſides 

bands of conſcience otherwiſe) co defend and maintaine with your lives, power, and & 
ares, Yea, in defence of his Majeſties royall perſon, honour, and eſtate ; all which are 'now in 


eminent danger to ſuffer by that accurſed retinue of vile perſons that are gathered abour him, ag 


Tvie about. an Oake, which never ſuffers ir to thrive or proſper, till ir be torne off from it, This, 


men thar have their eyes 'open, may eaſily fee and diſcerne ; though others make a mock ang i. - 


ſcorne of ſuch an aſſertion, as ridiculous : Bur: ſo did Lots ſons-in Sodome, by thar ſaying of 
kis unto them, Thar the Lord would deſtroy the place and City where they were, Gen. 19, 14, which 
yer was aſerious and ſolemne truth : Yea,and further,you are exhorted to ſtand up indefence of 
thetrue:Proreſtane Religion;for the name and honour of your God, your Ordinances,and(which 


ought to be of very deare and precious: confideration to you) for the ſafe conveyance ofthar 


attrefare of the Goſpell overunto your poſterities that are yer unborne, Here is nothing 
in-all this but what the manifeſt Law of God, and the common light of nature, nor only warrant. 
ethand allowerth in-all men, bur even leadeth, perſwadeth, yea, urgeth and preſſeth them unto, 
Nowthow ſhould nor the goodnefſle, equity, and righteouſneſſe of the cauſe be as precious ſeed, 
our of whichageneration of ſons and daughters ſhall be raiſed up unto ir © Yea, and be ſpiric 
and life cothe underrakers thereof ? And encouragement unto them, ro plead ir with the higheſt 
hand-of meanes and endeavours they are able ro lift up 5 When there is a cauſe that hath'the 
image and: ſuperſcription of God upon ir, fo full and lively as this hath, is ic notpitty ir 


ſhould -want Oratours to plead ir , that it ſhould ſuffer and fall ro the ground, and none bee 


found ro takeitup? - | 
: Indeed ifthere-were any occaſion romake a ſtand in marrer of conſcience, if there were any 
thing donbtfull in the cauſe recommended royou, any thing ro. detaine your judgements and 
con{ciencesin ſuſpence, whether ir were lawfull for you or no, to appeare in ir, there were juſt 
cauſe to-{pare andto forbeare you, ar leaſt fora time, till you ſhould be fully ſatisfied, Bur now 
the.righteouſneſle hereof being as cleare as the lighr, or as the Sunne art noone day, why 
carry you ? why are you' not up in your might before' this, ro maititaine ir to the ut- 
rermolt 7 ES 
Yea, bur fay the Rabbies and great diſputers that ſtand by your enemies and ſtrengthen their 
hand tharthey cannot depart from their wickedneſſe, that cover, bur it is with the covering of 


. thefleſh; and of the ſpirit of che world, not with the covering of the Spirit ofthe Lord : Irisner 
Jawfull {ſay theſe men) for you-ro oppoſe them, nor to' c&ntend any wayes by force againſt 


them; becauſe by oppoſing them, you reſiſt the King the Lords anointed, whom God com- 
mands'ſhould be obeyed and ſubmitted unto. If you conceive him to be' your adverſary, yet 
you ought to.oppoſe him, { orrather the adverſe difpoſitiori of his againſt you) only with pray- 
ers and teares, and {upplications unto God for him, and with peticory and humble addreſments 
untohimſclfe, but ro make no outward refiftance at all, © | 

To thisI an{wer, IR far Sn gSo SE Fo 

1; By way of conceſſiorr. that the King isto bee obeyed, and that by the expreſle commande- 
mentof- God: Submit your-[eles toevery Ordinance of man for the Lords fake, whether 1t bee unto 
the:King) atiſhpreatne,” or- unto' Grvernonrs, as unto th'm that are ſent” by him for the pamifoment 


of evilldoarb, Ec; TO Pet;' 213; Here i9 ſubmiſſion to the King 'required- in expreſic woos] 
and chey thavyerld figethe ſubmiſſion here require, refit the Ordinance'of God (asthe ” : 
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Anti-Cavalieriſme. 
Pal ſpeakes, Row.1.3, ) and by ſuch reſiſtance ſhall receive ro themſelves (viz. without repens 
unce) lus - | +a reg : God will ſeverely judge or puuiſh them for this 
eldance. And for my part, I from my ſoule could wiſh and defire that the fad diftrattions 
ud conteations harweene the ewo oppoſing parties in the Land, might come to a comprimiſe, 
ed be ifſued and ended upon this point' : That party that makes moſt conſcience of keeping 
thar Commandement of God which requires ſubmiſſion and obedience unto Kings, to be ſub. 
mitced unto by che other 5 and rhatto yeeld, and fir downe, which is moſt defective this way, 
" and in whom leſſe conſcience of ſuch obedience appeareth. Only two things I defire may be ta- 
ken notice of from this Scripture where ſubmiſſion tro Kings is commanded : Firft, thar a King 
or Kingly Government, is «peri «775 anordinance of man, or an humane creation (as the 
Originall properly ſignifiech) which yer we know is no lefſe generally then impudently, .and 
the face of expreſſe Scripture to the contrary, denyed by the Divinity and learning of the ma- 
nant ation, who by ſwelling the Prerogarive of Kings ro a monſtrous $ moſt unnarurall pro- 
portion, 2s if they had g minde to make it crack before they had done, have conſulted all maner 
of miſeizesand calamities to the world, as well ro Kings themſelves, as ro their People, Submit 
tu every Ordinance of man ( lah Peter) for the Lords ſake, whether it be unto th: King, Ge, 
Therefors he ſuppoſeth the King, or Kingly Government to be the Ordinance, or creation, 
or creature of man, And ir is evidentthat ſo heis 53 for there were Kings over the heathen Na- 
rions, with the forme of whoſe government God did no wayes intermeddle by way of any 


3 


| . . Wy EY EY T ; by 
| command or appointment concerning'tr, long before there was any King over * Iſrael, Nor ««,, Gen ® 


was it the order or command of God, thar there ſhould be any King over Ifſraell, but he was 14.22,23. 
highly offended with the People for deſiring ic. Is it noz now Wheat harveſt ? (ſaith Samuel 

to the People) [ nll call-xpon the Lord, and he fhall ſead thunder, and raine, that you may perceive 

and ſee, how that your wick-azeſſe 15 great, which ye have done in the ſight of the Lord in csking you a 

King, And though he-condeicended in a paſſive way, that they ſhould have a King as they de- 

fired, yetaShe.tetls chem by the Propher Hoſea, He gave them a King in his wrath, and bid them 

ineffe&t take him ar their perils, if they would needs have him, hee ſhould deale but hardly by 

them, He Woyld take their ſens, and danghters, and make them ſervil: to him, as you have ir, 

1 Sam, 8, 11, Itis true, m this ſenſea King, or Kingly power and government may be {aid 

to be from God, Firſt, Ina cenerall or indefinite conſideration, as it is a government, not 

imply, or is ic ſelfe unlawfull : For it is the will and appointment of God, that there ſhould 

be ſome government or other in every ſociety of men, yer not any government neither, not 

any that iS unjuſt, unreaſonable, or tyrannicail - And in this ſenſe all formes of government 

that arelawfull and juſt, wke:her they bee ſimple, as the three commonly knowne by thenames 

of Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, Democracy ; or whether they be mixr, having ſomewhat of two, 

or of all theſe ſimples inthem , are equaliy or indifferently from God : nor any one of them 
determinately,, or with excluſion ofthe reſt, For ſappoſe all Nations and Societies of men 
ntheworld , from the foundations thereof untillnow, ſhould have ſer up and exerciſed only 

one and the ſame forme of government amongſt them, as viz. Thar which wee call Ariſto- 

catica!] (like that in the Low-countryes , by ſome choſen amongſt them , whom they 

<all States.) ſo that neither the Monarchicall, or Kingly Government, nor yer the Demo- 

aticall, nor any-other government whatſoeyer had beene ever praftiſed in the world uncill 

this day, we muſt nor thinke that the world had herein ſinned, in nor uſing any other , no nor 
Jetnegleted any Ordinance of God, Becauſe itis no ordinance or appointment of God thar 

*9y particular Nation or Society of men, ſhould have either this or thar ſpeciall form: of 
Government amongſt them ; but -onely that they ſhould have ſame kinde of nm 
waich 


- ——_ \ -» 

"which is juſt and lawfull, Therefore Kingly Governments no Ordinance of God in this ſenſe 

' iz, as impoſed iupon any Nation or People by way of duty or  precepr to uſe and' fer y wy 
moneg{t them, - Bur heing ſcrt.-up' in any people, 'ir' is” warranted, - and conntaiiatang 

by Giod as. lawfull, and obedience and: ſubje&tion ſtreightly enjoyned thereunto, and thetefore 

Apoſtles. expreſſion, Rom. 13.: 1. is very expreſſe and punttuall this way, T4 4 : 
ſoule be (ubjeft unto the higher poWcrs, for there ts no power (3. no juſt and lawf llforme of ſtar 
ment) xt 5 from God, the powers that are,are ordained (or rather ordered Trmywycu) of God. 
The powers thac are ; Why doth he ſay the powers thar are, are ordained, or ordered by God 2 
Doubtleſſe,ro ſhew, that there are ſome powers or formes of government, in att ſignato, ( as the 
Schoole-men ſpeak) char is, m reſpe& of their ſpecies or kinde, which are nor 7 alt exerait 
attually exerciſed or taken up, nor neede they be taken up by any State or People in the world. 
Bur for thoſe thart are. 5, that are de fatto eſtabliſhed, and ſer up by any People among chemſelyes, 
(ſpeaking onely of thoſe thar are lawfull) theſe ( faith hee )-are ordained, or rather ordered by 
God::i.God by ſpeciall inſtin& and worke of Providence (q) inclines the hearrs of feverail Nati. 
ons, ſome to imbrace and fall upon one,and ſome upon another, ſome upon that which is Monar. 
 chicall,or Kingly,others upon'that which is Ariſtocraticall, ſome upen that which :is Democrai- 
call, &c. and withall commands, that that which every Nation ar People chooſzth for it ſelfe, 
ſhould be. obeyed and ſubmitted unto by thoſe that have choſen it, and live under it, fo 
long as ir.continueth : Forthe time is comming, when Chriſt wil! put downe all rule, and all au- 
thority, and power. And this is another ſenfe wherein Kings or Kingly Government may be + 
ſaid ro be from: God, or to be the Ordinance of God, wiz. Lecauſe where it is eſtabliſhed and 
ſer up,- hee. had- a ſpeciall hand in ordering and guiding the kearts of the Peopleto choſe it, 
before others, and withall commands ir ro be obeyed, as a Government that is lawfull and au- 
thoriſed by him, not as commanded and enioyned by him. 

Thus you bave the firſt thing made plaine co.you, which was obſerved from the place in Petey, 
which was, that Kingly power or authority is diretly and properly the creation or ordinance of 
man, though there be that.in italſo, which ina ſenſe may give ir the denomination of an Ordi- 
nance of God ; vis.. 1. As warranted or countenanced by him. 2. As ordered and taken up by 
thoſe Nations, who have ſubjetted themſelves unto ir, by rhe ſpeciall diſpoſall and worke of his 
providence. | | 
$ The ſecond thing I deſire you would take notice of from the ſame Scripture, is this, that ſub- 

ordinate Authoricy, and inferior Magiftracy and poweris as much che Ordinance of God, s 
| Soveraignty and ſupreme Authority it ſelfe is : and that God by one and the ſame command, 
requires us to ſubmic our ſelves to inferiour Magiſtrates or Governours, as well as hee doth 
ro Kings themſelves, Reade the paſſage againe, Therefore /ubmit your ſelves to all manner of Ord- 
ances of man, whether, cc. So thatir is a ſinne of the ſame nature, and renders a man 0Þ- 
noxious to the ſame danger or diſpleaſure from God,to be fouud in diſobedience to ſubordinate 
Rulers under the King, ' as to the King himſelfe. But this for anſwer "to the Obje- 
Aion in the firſt place, by way of conceſſion or grant, That the King doubtleſſe is to be 0- 
beyed. | | 

- Bur ſecondly, hy way of exception I anſwer further, that though the King be to be obeyed 
and ſubmitted unco, yer this obedience was never intended by God to be univerſall, but with i- 
mitation, viz, In ſuch commands wherein a mans obedienee to the King, ſhould nor be found 
deſobedience againſt God: forin theſe caſes, That of the Apoſtles Petey and 7ohnto the Ru»: 
lers, Elders, and chicfe Prieſts muſt take place, Ats.4.19.hether it be right inthe Jy of God to 

4 


: 4. whoſoever 


obey you,rather thanGod, judge yee, The debr of obedience tro God -muſt always be pat looſe 
| ode 00 
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loſeth by the hand : Though the truth is,that there is no cre..ture,King norother, that can 
loſe y thing dueto him, by any mans obedience unto Gods The Apoſtles were ſo confi- 


dent ofthe righteouſneſſe of their cauſe in diſobeying their Rulers in that, wherein they 


obeyed God,that they feared not to make their Adverſaries themſelves their Judges there- 


in : Judge yee-Tta King ſhould command me not to pray for the generall good , or peace of 


the Church or State where Ilive, or to forbeare the doing of any thing, which 1 conceive 
Iam bcund in conſcience unto God to doe fer the publique good, Iam not ia this caſe any 
whit more bound to obey the Kings command , then the Apoſtle Peter and 7ohn were to c= 
bey the command of the Ralers and Elders who charged them to give over preaching the 
Goſpell, or then S hadracke; Meſhach,and eAb:duego were, to worſhip the Golden Image, 
becauſe Nebachadnezzar commanded it. This Imication is plainly enough expreſſed in 
that very Scripture, wherein ie heard obedience unto Kings commanded. 1 Pete2.1 3. Sub- 
mit your ſelves ( faith the Apoſtle ) to every Ordinance of mangfor the Lords Sake.If we ought 


' to ſubmit for the Lords Sake.i, Eicher for that love we beare to him,or out of conſcience of 


that obedience which we owe unto him, we ought not to ſubmit in any thing whereby 
God may bediſhonoured or diſobeyed.lr is ſenſelefle tothinke,that any thing can,or ought 
to be done for the Lords Sake,which cannot be done but to his diſkonour, or (which isthe 
ame)with diſobedience to him. 

Yea, but it will fill be objeRed, though it be truegthat Kings are not to be cbeyed in any 
ofthoſe commands thar are unlawfull , in an ative way , we arenot alwayes to doe what 
they would have us doe,nor to ceaſe or forbeare the doing, of what they would have us tor- 
beare;yet are they even in ſuch caſes to be obeyed paſſively : Men are to ſuffer patiently any 
puniſhment they deſire to infli& upon them , tor refuſing any ſuch obedience ; or however, 
they are not forcibly co reſiſt, __” 

Totheſe things likewiſe I anſiwer,1. That the unlawfull command of a King, may poſſibly 
be of that nature and condition,that a SubjeC& cannot diſobey it , but by a ſtrong hand, and 
taking up of Armes though not propeily or diieQly againſt the King, yet againſt the commad 
of a King. In ſuch a caſe,diſobedience to Kings by a ſtrong hand and with forcible reſiſtance, 
is not only lawfull,but even matter of duty and obedience unto God. Por inſtance,A Chri- 
ſian bath ſolemnly vowed 8& proteſted before God,to defend the lives of his godly and faith» 
full Governours to the utmoſt of his power : or whether he hath made ſuch a Vow and Pro= 
teſtation or no, it is not much materiall in this reſpe&,becauſe he ftznds bound 1n confcience 
Otherwiſe,and by the Law of God,to doe it. Now ſuppoſe ſuch a'man canr.ot performethis 
Vow,or doe that which is his dury to doe otherwiſe therin, but by a ſtrong hend,and t;king 
up Armes;, in this caſe, Fa King commands ſuch a mannot totake up Armes in relation to 
ſacha defenee;it is evi ent that this unlawtull command ofa King cannot be diſubeyed,but 
by tzkingup Armes :2gainſt it. There are many other caſes of the lame conſiderationand rule 
wirh this, | | 

2.T anfiver further, That it is one thing to offer violence to the perſon of a Kinz,or Ruler,or 
toattempt the taking away of his liſe; another to ſecure 4 mans own lite, orche life of another, 
whom we know to be innocent, and much more the publike ſafety,by firengthnipg a m ns 
ſelfe to withſtand the violent execution cf any unjuſt command from a King, by thoſe that 
have no right or lawſull authority at a!l,co doe ny ſuch execution upon us. As tor oft=rivg 
violence to the perſon of a King, or attempting to take away his lite, we leave the prove of 
the liwfulneſſe of this,tothofe profound diſputers the Jeſuits, who fand ingiped by the te» 
nour of their profefſed DyArine and caRtiſeSicher to make good the laiyiul 1efſe cher for 


e:!e to leave themfelves and theic Religion an abhorring and hifling unto the world. As i : 8 
F Þ. Tit) 
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who never Cravelled with any deſires or choughts that way, butablor both mother and 
daughter,doQrin and pra&iſc together, we conceive it to be a juſt Pcerogative of the Perſons 
of Kings in what cafe ſoever,to be fecure from the violence of menzand their lives to be as 
- fecratedcorne, meet to be reaped and garhered wah hes hand of God himſelfe, 7 
confeience ſmote him,when he came bur ſo nearethe life 
lapofhis garment. T * TE . | 
| tas concerning a forcible withſtanding,or refiſtance making ,againſt a violent execution 
of any unjuſt command from a King, atremprted by thoſe that haveno rightful or lawiul ax. 
thority to do ſach execution either upon us or others , yea though the King himſelfe be ar 
hand to ſecond his inftruments in the execution of fuch comands, we have ſufficient warrant 
* ' forthe lawfulneffe hereof inthe Scriptures themſelves. When Ahab ſent a Cavaleer (you may 
call þim)aman ENG take away the ProphetE/;2a'5 head, as he fat in his houſe among} 
"the Elders,2 K:.6.32:did E/ifhaſet open his doore for him,and fit Ril til betook off his head 
'3n obedietice to the King ? No, he beftirred himfelte for the ſafeguard ot his life,and called 
upon others to ſtand by tim, and affiſt him agaiaft that outrage and violence intended againſt 
ORFs and this without any brand or blemiſh of any rebellion or diſobedience to theKing, 
yeath 
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oughrhe ſpake formewhatroundly and freely of theKing bimſelte, Sr- ye xor(faith herg 
the Elders that were with him )how thu ſon of 4 murtherer(meaning no beggars,no leffe then 
Abab himſelf,che King)athſent to rake away mine htad?T ake heed when the Meſſenger commeth, 
+ BA and ſhut the doore,and handle him roughly * at the doorecIs not the ſound of his Maſters feet behind 
| mn  bm?Surely he that went thin far,for the ſafety of his life, when he was but in danger of being 


- 


\." +xe oppri- af ſted. would have gone farther If occafion or neceſſity had been;and in caſe the Kings bur- 
* |  metis, vel PORE >ns > ori. | : o 
| _} opprinite. cher had got if to him beforerhe doore had been ſhat,it he had been able, and had had no 0- 
Ar  thep naeanes to have faved his own head,burtby taking away the others,there Is little queſtion 
Fcompri-. 'to be made, but he would rather have taken , then givena head,in this caſe.So when Sau/the 
ray King would needs have had Jonatha pur to death, yea, and had bound himſelle with an oath 
' or carſs to have it ſo (yea and that twice over tor failing) che people knowing that Jonatha 
| | *had committed nothing worthy of death(though the King thought he had Jbur that contra- 
| ' Tily;he haddeferved well of the State, and bad mightily delivered 1ſracl, (as the words of the 
k "Text are)delivered him by a ſtrong hand out of the hand of Saul. x Sam,14. 45, Neither is 
there the leaſt aſperſion or imputation caſt upon this People tor this fa& of theirs, as if they 
had been any wayes injurious or diſobedient to their. King. Nay it appeares by the ſequell of 
the Story,that Saw! himſclfe,thoigh a man not ofthe beft diſpoſition, when the 1u7bidym ins 
zervallym,the fir of paſſion was over, took it no wayes amiffe at the hands of the people, that 
they had reſiſted him,in that unreaſonable and inconfiderate deſigne of his againſt 7onathas: 
but went on,and raigned peaceably over them.Davidin like manner, being unjuſtly perſecu- 
ted by Saub, and thoſe gracelefſe and baſe flatterers that aſſiſted him in that nngracious de- 
figne,and beiog in danger of his life by them,did heeither fit ftzll,to ſee whether God would 
in an extraordinary and miraculous way prote& him or no? Ocdid he ſabmit himlelfeto 
Sault mercy.and lay down his life at his feet?No,but on the coritrary, he providec himfolte 
with weapons,the beſt that were to be had. 1 $am21.8,9. And willingly entertiined for the 
ſateguard of lile,and to make reſiſtance againſt Sa»! and his party,al the help of men he could 
come by,making himſelf an head or Captaine over them, 1Saw.22.2.And yet all this white 
David was but one fingle manand that of a private and mean condition in compariton. 
And'this{(my Btethren)is the very caſe thats now before you,or if there be any difference 
in reſpe& ofa juſtifablenefſe in the one abore the other, all the advantage, which certainly is 


very much,lies on your ſide,your ſcaleis much the better weights There are ſonncs of _ 
_ | | | ; tha 
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 thatareriſen up againſt you, full of a ſpicit of hatred ani revenge againſt you who paitly in 


line words, and without Parables, partly by their inſolene carriages and behaviours to» 
wards others of the ſame ſpirit and cauſe with you, threaten you with the utmolt inſolencies 


they can execute upon you, and (in effe&) to ſtretch the line of miſerable and wofull freland 


oyer you and your City,and whole Nation. Theſe either bave,or pretend to hive a Warrant 
or Commiſſonfrom the King to doe what they doe, to make prey and ſpoile of you, your 
lives,and hberties,and all that you have ; juſt as the Mefſenger had from e-ahab,that was fent 


- totake away the Prophets head (as you heard) or asthoſe had from Saz/, that went tolay 


bold of Jonathas to put him to death. Now then the queſtion is, whether it be lawful for you 
to ftand upon your guard in this caſe,and to ſeeke the preſervation of yourlives,and of thoſe 


_ that belong unto you, wives,and little ones, &c, and if there be no other likely meanes for 


your ſafety,to deſtroy thelives of thoſe rhat ſeeke to deſtroy yours; whether the command of 
the King(fappoſt ſach a thing were, which yet I much queſtion)to wicked inſtruments to 
take away your lives,or the lives of thoſe whom you ate bound, by Oath or otherwiſe to pro- 
te&; whether(I fay)ſuch a command ought more to prevaile with you to fit Rill and ſuffer 
thedeſtroyer to execute his Commiſſion upon you,to take away your lives, or the command 
of God and nature which les upon you to defend your lives, and the lives of ſuch others, as 
we ſpake of, when they are aſſaulted,or in danger of affault ? This fairely and unpartially is 
the State of the preſent queſtion. The great Prophet E/iſha (as we heard) and the people of 
Iſralunder Saul,and the man according to Gods own heart, reſolved the queſtion clearly 
enough by their praQiſe. 

Ifit be here obje&ed and faid,ic is true, ſuch a&s as you have related were indeed done by 
theſe men: but, Quo jure, whether they did well, or lawfully in ſo doing,is yetin queſtion : 
An a& done by a good man,fearing God,is not therefore good, or lawfully done, becauſe 
facha man doth it: The ancient Fathers were generally Polygamiſts;yet the plenty of their 
praiſe is but a defe&ive proofe @f the lawfulnefſe of Polygamy. In like manner,the ations 
mentioned, having no teſtimony of approbation from the Scziptures, may very poſſibly be 
workes of darkneflſe, though done by eþildren of light ; yea,though there he no exprefle 
brand of unlawfulneſſe ſet upon them by God: for Polygamy it ſelfe hath this negative te- 
gimony of itsinnocency. . | 

Tothis1anſwer,firſt in generall : That though the goodnefle and holinefle of the perſon 
be not ſufficient to authorize an a tor lawtoll, yet whilſt the unlawfulnefle of it be clearly 
evicted by a contrariety in it to ſome command of God, it is a trong preſumption, that an 
at performed by ſuch a perſon, is lawfull : To the inſtance of Pglygamy in the Fathers - 
I anſwer, that it was apparently a breach of the ſeventh Commandement, andcontrary to ' 
the firſt inſtitution of marriage by God ;z the tenour whereof, accor<ing to our Saviours own 
extralt out of the ancient Record , runs thus, Mat. 19.5. Ard they twaine(not they three,or 
they foure,or more)/all be one fleſh. And befides,it is plainly branded and condemned by the 
dpirit of God,as finfull, Mal 2.14,15as the generall vote of interpreters upon this place ©r- 
teth it. But there is not theleaſt intimation given throughout the whole Scriptures, of any 
thing ſinfull or diſpleafing unto God, in what either Eli/5a,or the people,or David did, in ihe 
particulars mentioned: - 

Tholeatts of Solomon,commanding Foab and Shimei to be put to death, without any trys 
all or due procefle of Law agaiali them, Ki9:2.and ſorhat of David, giving away 'Hephie 
boſteths eſtate to Ziba,onely upon a diſpleaſure conceived againit him , with ſome others of 
otherKings of Indah, of like conſideration , ſmelling too ranke of prerogative Oyle, are 
mich more queſtionable in point of L:iyfulnefſe , and of farre more diffic .)t rec pagranes 
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with principles of reaſon and equity,and with the Law of God ie (elfe then thoſe other, Bir 

2. To theparticular I anſwer. Firtt for the ta of the. Propher Eliſha, Calling our to th F, | 
that were with him,to lay hands upon him that came armed with the Kings antheri ry = F 
command,totake away his-head , and to fhut the doore againlt him ; tht in this hediq Wie 


thing but what was pleafing unto God,appeares from the circumſtance of time,and that 50. 


flure of ſpirjr,wherein the Prophet thus contended for his head againſt him that wou1d needs 
have had ic from him.He was now full of the Spiric of Gad, and of prophecy : and was in 


_ that very inſtant, wherein bis head ſhould have been taken from himgready to cry out as a wo- 


man in travaileand tobedelivered of that gracious meſſage , which immediatly followes in 
the beginning of the fticceeding Chapter. Now that ſo holy a man, and fo great a Prophet 

ſhould in that very point and inſtant of time, wherein he was tull of the Spirit of God, ang 
ready to deliver a meflage from him af that high 1mportance. and unexpeRed grace to his 
people,tall into the foule fin of rebellion againſt his lawfull King, is doubtlefle an incregi- 
þilicy of the firſt magnicude. Fa 949 
..* Secundly;the Elders or Stateſ-men of the Kingdome, who were preſent, complyed with 


bim in.bis. motlon,and aflifted him in his oppoſicton againſt the Kings meflenger, who came 


| for his headylaid hands upon him,and ſuffered him nor to enter:which appeares from hence, 


becauſe the Prophets head ſtood ill upon his ſhouldiers. And this is yet a further confirma- 
-tionofthelawtulneſſe of that refiſtance,which he made, becaule it is unreaſonable to think, 
that perſons of that quality,and who cannot be conceived but.to have underſtood themſelves 
Gfficiently ina bulinefſe of that nature,being che peeres or chiefe officers of the Kingdome 
ſhould have involvedthemſclves in the danger and guilt of rebellion, againſt the King:which 
(doubtleſſc)chey had done had that a& of the Prophet, whereof they were abettors, had any 
Rreine or touch of Rebellionia ic... I 5: SEE 
. Thirdly,and lafily,the King himſclfe(it ſeems) comming very ſhortly after into the place 
. where the Pro het and Elders were, finding the execution, which in hot bloud he had com- 
manded, not done, the heate of his paſſion being ſomewhat over and abated,fate down a- 
'mongfi them,and never ſo much as reproved either Prophet or Elders, for making there- 
-Hiſtance they did to his meſſenger : which ig is like he wonld have done, and that upon bigh 
termes, had he conceived either the one or the other to have been withia the verge of a Re> 
helen 3 or.any other injury or indignity offered either to/his perſon, or to his Crowneand 
dIgnitys; : Noeg7 53 9 = C42 2% 
git eo ſecondly for the people who delivered /onathan out ef the hand of Sau/, thereis 
no colour to conceive any thing unlawfull or unjuſtifiable therin. Evident itis that them 
ſelves looked upon this fat betore it w a3zdone, not onely.a8 a thing law fil for them to doe, 
but as matterot duty,and that which in conſciegce they were bound to doe. .Thatexpreflion 
. of theirs implics as much : Shall Fovathan dis.,yho hath fu mightily d livered Iſrael*Ged fervid. 
(x Sam«1 4.45.) As the Lord liveth there fhall not one haire of his head fall to the ground. They 
conceived. thit it had bcene a finne. of a very high nature inthem, if they ſhould not have 
appeared for his reſcueand deliverance, whom they not only knew to be innocent, andto 
have done nothing worthy ofdeath,butalſo to hqve wroyghtwith God for their deliverance, 
Norls iteafie to conceive what other ground or motive ſhould have. induced this peopleto 
run the hazard of the Kings diſpleaſure in [ozathansprotetion,then conſcience only:though 
its true,there is no intimation.given of any complainemade,nor of any offence conceivedty 


_ Saxl againſt the people for this fat of theirs, which is another argument of the lawſulncfle 


thereof,yea and of the ur prejudicialnefle or in-offeuſivencfle of it to Saws kingly Throane 


and dignity, conſidering how tenderan.} jealous Sau/was of theſe, and how Inpatient E 
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the leaſt touch ( yea though but imaginary onely ) in them, as appeares in the fequc1l of 
his HiRory , eſpecially by his violent perſecution of David, upon very light and looſe 
grounds of ſuſpition, this way. 

Laſtly, concerning Davids gathering a ſtrength of men and armes to kim , whereby to 
make reſiſtance agulnſt Saxl,or r:ther againſt that bloudy affociation which co:.{ pired with 
- himin a moſt unjuſt way,to take away his lifezevident ir 18, 

1- that Davi, all the time of this his unjuſt perſecution by Sazl and his complices, 
being ſtillin eminent danger of his life, was more ſoft and tender conſcienced then ordi- 
nary, and more afraid of linnkig:gainſt God ; 'yea and prayed both more frequently and 
more fervently unto God to de preſerved from finne, then at other times ; as appeares by 
many: Plalmes compoſed by him, during this his criall. Now it is a thing al:ogether in- 
credible , that 4 man otherwiſe according to Gods owne Heart , under the beſt and foſte(t 
frame of ſpirit and conſcience, that ever hee liv'd in, and whilſt hee made ithis earneſt 
prayer untp Ood daily to be kept from Girne,ſhcald ſo fuuly miſcarcy, as tolive in the fin of 
Rebellion agaioſt his lawfull King without repentance. | 0 | 

2, That he reſpeRtcd and honoured Sz very highly, and was very tender of doing bim 
theleaſt harrhes. Ic is ſaid, that his heart ſmote him , becauſe he had cur off but the lap or hive 
of his garment z L Sam24-5. Utfing moreover theſe words to his ſervants, whole fingers 
cd to hayemade ſure worke with Sal y The L:rd forbid that 1 ſhould doe this thing tomy 
maſter the Lords aunointed, to ſtretch forth mine hand againſt hins , ſeeing he if the anoynted 
of the Lord, verle 6. Therefore certainly David in defending himſelfe againſt Saxls Cavas 
ſeers with Armes and Men, neither offended God, norwronged Sal himfelfein theleaft 
meaſure,YVea, Eo | 

3-Saul himſelfe overcome with this expreſſion of Davids love and faithfulneſſeunto him} 
acknowledged his innocency,and the uprightnefſe'ot his heart towards him,ver.16.7s this t/ y' 
voXegny ſonne David, ſaith Sal and lift up bis veyce auil wept, And [aid to Davidgghou art mo; e 
righteous then I; for thou haſt rendred me goed, and I have rendred thee evill, And thou haft 
ſhewed this day that thou haſt dealt well with me, &'c, Saul did not only acq it him from thoſe 
high-crimes, of treaſon,rebe'lion, ſedition, &c. But from all manner of injury or injuſtice at 
all doneto hic.. And if $4«/ againſt whom the offe';ce(it any)had been committed, juſti« 
fieth him,whoſball with «ny. colour of equity condemne him ? OO 

Laſtly(for this particular )the holy Ghoſt himlelte gives this exprefle teſtimony concer- 
ning David; That he di4 that which was right inthe ſight of the Lord, and turned from nothing 

that ke commanded him all the dayes of his life , ſave onely in the matter of Vriah the Hittite, x 

Kings 15.5. Whereas,if that fa& of his,detending himſclie by force of armes,againſt Sau/and 
his confederates in bloud againſt him', had been of any ſuch interpretation as ſome would 
make it.(by makirg other caſes like unto jt )as either treaſon,rebellion or the like;doubtlefle 
this had been an higher and greater matter of exception againit him,then the matterof 7 1 
it ſelf. Bat yer £1rther that their praRtiſe in theparticalar mentioned reſp<Rively and foycurs, 
being only conformable thereunto,was, and is every wayes juſtifiable ; and ot perfe& con- 
ſiſtence with the cules of reaſon,e.quity and all good co':{cience, and no wayesderogatory £9 
Kingly-power ard authority. I remonſtrate and prove by this one conſideration. 

Men that have no lawfu'!l authority oz power to take away the lives or goods of men,may 
very lawfully be reſiſted in any attempt they ſhall make, to doe either 32nd if their lives mit- 
carry in (ach attempts,they have their meanes in their own hands, (as we ſay) heir bloud is 
upon their owne heads. This I ſuppoſe.is - pg and knowne principle both in — 
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and religion. If a man aſſaults an »ther upon the high way,and ſeeks to take away his mone 
or life from-him.; ifthe perſon affaulted flayes the other ſe defends (as the Law peaks) there 


1s neither Law nor conſcience wil take hold on, or reprove him for it, This propoſition is 


manifeſt. I go on therefore and adde, - 


Burt men can have no lawful authority or power , by any warrant or commiſſion from a 


King to take away the lives, or goods, of thoſe thatare innocent and have noxtranſyrefſed : 
the 


aw., no not of thoſethat are not ina lawful way convicted for tranſpreſfors of the 
LAW. | 4 ES | 

Therefarefuch men astheſemay lawfully be reſiſted in any attempts they ſhal make either 
upon oft lives, or our goods, notwithſtanding any warrant, commiſfion, or command the 
have or pretend to have, from a Kirg to doit. And take that along with you which , £4 
rently fallows from hence : If ſuch perſons ſo affaulted may lawfully reſif fuch afailants 
then maY Key every whit as lawfully providethemſelves beforckand of ſuch means, where. 
with th ap be abls to niake the refiſtance when time comes. As if it be lawful for a Tre 
veller to kil a thiefupon the way in the'defence of his life,or money; certainly it is lawful for 
him to ride with a Sword, Piſtol,or thelike, wherewith he may be able to doit; Itis ridicy. 
Lous to grant the lawfulnes of an end,and to deny a lawfulnes of means neceſſary and ſuffici- 
ent to atlain that end. | | | pgs | 

But ſome (it may be) wil deny that propofition,which affirmeth,that thoſe men have ns 
lawful power or authority to ſeize upon mens lives or goods who are innocent, and as yet 


- fo reputed by the Law , having the authority and command of the King to doit, That 


therefore no unjuſt,or unrighteous command of a King,can enable any man with any lawfal 
power to put in execution any fuch command, I thus demonſtrate ( though indeed it be a 
thing evident enough in it ſelf withont any demonſtration) no King can derive any power or 
Authority toanother, to any miniſter, officer, or the like, but only thac wherewith himſelf is 
inveſted, and poſſefſedof, either formally, or by way of eminency and ſurpluſſage, Butno 


" King is bimſelf inveſted with any authority or power to do any thing which is unjuſt,or un- 


righteous: therefore he cannot impart or give any ſuck power to another : and conſequently 
thoſe that attempt or daany thing by vertue of any unjuſt cemmand from a Kingyhad eve- 


' ry Whit as'g00d doth thing upon their own heads and aitthority , without any wartant or 


commiſſion from the King at.all'* the ta& as touching the lawfulneſſe of it, is but of one and 
the ſame conſideration in both cafes. Now thata King himſelf hath no power or authority 
at all, to doeany thing that is usjuſt or unequal, is yet more evident thenthe former, thus: 
All powerthat a King hath.in point of government, is derived upon him, cither by Gcd, or 


by men,or both : by i is a truth of the cleereſt evidence that neither the one, nor the other, 


neither God, . nor man conferreth any power upon him to do ugjuſily. Concerning God, 
thereis not the leaſt queſtion to bemade- he gives no man authority to fin , but lajes hisau- 
thority and command upon all theworld todo righteouſly : and as for men, ſuppoſing they 
be but reaſonable men that have conferred the power upon a King, it cannot be thought, or 
once imagined, that they {hquld give a power, out, of themſelves,againſt themſelves; a power 
eo injure, or to Wrong either them or theic poſterity. And though they ſhould be conceived 
to do a thing ſo inconſiſtent with reafor, andeven common fence, yer ſuch an Cot theirs, 
were 2 meere nullity : the King was never the more poſſeſt of any ſuch power, becauſe the 
that are ſappoſed to have-conferred it upon him, had it.not in themſelves, northe [caſt right 
or power to deriveit upenany other, h _— — 

Yea, but(wilthe malignant Doors) {til gbjeR and reply, who ſhal be Judge in this 


Anii-Cavaheriſme. = mm 
cafe, Whether the commang or commiſſion of a King, given to an Officer,or other ſubj-&. ro 
he put iN execution, be unjuſt, or no ? Is it not fit, thatrather the King himſelf ſhould be judge 
5n this caſe , then every private man ? Is It fit ro give way orallow, - that every Private man 
tould ſcan, examine, judge, and determine either the righteouſnefſe or narightcounefle of | 
the Kings command ? Doth not ſuch a liberty as this tend to diflolve the 'bands of obe- 
dience to Superiours? To pourecontempt upon Kings and Rulers, and to fill the world with 
confuſion ? . : 

Tothis I anſwer, Firſt, that for many things that are commanded by Kings and Saperi- 
ours, thereneeds little or no cx .mination or fitting, whether they be lawful, or no.Their un- 


' lawfolnefſe is written (as it were ) in their foreheads, with ſich Capital Lercers, that he thac 


runs mzy read it-A man needs no skil either in Arithmetique or Geometry,nor the uſe of any 
fale or ſquare, to try either whether the bow be ſtreight, or the ſtring bent and crooked. 
Half an eye is ſufficient proviſion for this deciſion. The command of that Idolatrons King 
Nebuchadrexzar with his Nobles, that men ſhould worſbip his golden Image, was ſo noto- 
riouſly wicked, that thote three ſervants of God, Shadrack , Meſpack , and eAbrdnego, were 
not cartfil to anſwer the King concerning it, D ave3.16, that is, they world never take time to 
flady or confider whether they fhonld obey it, or no. Such was the eemmand of the Elders 
2niRufers to Prrcr and F hn, When they commanded them that in no wiſe they ſhould [peak or 
trach in the Name of Teſs, Att 3« 18 x 9.Befides many others both upon Sacred, Ecclefiaſtick, 
and Civil Record,of Itke condition and importance. : 

2. fit benot lawful for infe: iours to examine and enquire intothe commands of Kings, 
andother their Superiours , whether they be lawful or no; then is there a neceſſity lying 
upon men by way of duty , to make men equal with God, and to judge them as unerringly, 
as mniverſally righteous and holy,as hey which a man of conſcience wil hardly forbeareto 
call-bhfphemy. The fequel is evident : Becauſe men can riſe no higher in their thoughts 
and apprehenfions of God himſelfe in this kinde, then to judge him abſolutely and 
unqueſtionably righteous, worthy to be obeyed, in whatſoever he ſhall command, without 
examination» 

3. If men were either bound to, or lawfully might obey their Superiours without all exa- 
mination,there would be no place lefc for that command of our Saviour,wherein he prohi= 
bices his friends and ſervants, to feare thoſe that could only kill the body; meaning by ſuch, 
eicher only,or principally Kings and Rulers, who are comonly ſaid to have poreffatem v4re & 
nciz, power of life and death. There is no reaſon to think, that either Kings or Rulers ſhould 
tikeaway the lives of thoſe that wil comply with them in all theirdefires and commands:and 


| aslittlereafon is chere for any ran to think,that men ſhe 11d run the hazzard of being killed, 


by difobeying the commands and wil of Kings,if they might ſafely, and with the peace of a 
good conſcience obey and comply with them. 

4+ Itis no morediſparagemen: or diſhonour to Kings or Rulers to have their commands 
examined by thoſe to whom they are direCted and given, then it was for Paz and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles to have their preachings and doftines examined by the inferiour ſortof Chri- 
ſtiansthat heard them. Theſe were every whit as great (if not far greater) in Spiriteal autho- . 
ity and dignity,as Kiogs themſelves are in politique and civil.Now the Holy Ghoft 1s fo far 
rom reprovingthoſe,who examined the things which they heard from Pal himſelf, chat 
he bath left irupon record as matter of ſpecial commendation to them, That they daily /car- 
thed the Scriptures , whether things were [0 or no, as he had taughtthem, A#.17.11, Yeathe 
Apoftles themſelves were fo far from looking upon it, a3 any matter of pretudice to them or 
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rheir reputations, that what they delivered and taught, ſhould be brought to the touch-Rop 
by thoſe that heard them,that they required this at their hands by way of duty,and exhorted 
them unto it. Sec 1 Cor-10.145 1. Theſe5,21,6cyAnd yet far greater reaſon is there, why the 
. teachingof the Apeſtles ſhould have been eau, .f- priviledged from account »* then the 
commands of Kings: becauſe they had a promiſe of ſucha preſence of the Spirit of exut), with - 
them, that be ſhould lead them into the way of al! truth; whereas Kings , both inthe frimir 
and publiſhing of their commands, are left co an arbicrary aſſiſtance from Heaven, after £ 
manner of other men. ig ng frogs 7, : 
 _ ('5- The wrath of God hath been revealed from heaven, i, hath been fhewed in yery remarky, 
ble andexemplary manner,upon thoſe who have ſwallowed the commands of Kings,and ſub. 
mi.ted antothem in things unlawful. Thoſe Officers that obeyed King Ncbachadnizzer; 
command incaſting thoſe three innocent ſervants of God into the fiery Furnace, were ſid. 
denly conſumed by the flame that came out of the furnace ; whereasthole that fireined atthe 
Kings command,andexchanged it (as the Scripture phraſe is) meaning (I conceive) for the 
commandement of God,obeying this in the ſteadgremained untouched of the fire inthe mid} 
of the furnace Dan.3-21- - Sothe men of I{rae] that had obeyed the commandement of Say! 
1n giving their afſiftance tohim for the perſecuting of David, were punifhed together with 
Sasl,fleeing and falling down wounded before the Philiſtins,as Peter arty» hath wel obſer- 
vedupon 1 Saw.31:1. $0 of that great Hoſt of Afſyrians ,) that joyned with theirKing in an 
unlawful war againſt the Church and People of God, there were 185000. (laininone night 
by an Angel,2 Kin19.35. To paſſe by all other examples of the ſeverity of God in this kind, 
that is moſt worthy confideration, which isrecorded,2 (hron.24. lt is ſaid,ver.17.T hat afier 
the death of }choida,the Princes of Tuda came and aid reverence unto the King, and that the King 
bearkncd to thew, Not long after, They conſpired together againſt Z achariah, a faithful Prophet 
of the Lord, for dealing faithfully. with them, and at the K mgs commandement, ſtoned him with 
ones in the (onrt of the hauſe of the Lord,ver.21, But(faith the ſtory,ver, 23.) it came topaſe 
at the end of the yeere, that the Hoſt of Syria came up againſt him: and they came to Inda asd leru- 
ſalem,and &ſtroyed all the Princes of the people from among the peeple, &c. The juſt revenging 
band'of God,fingling out from amongſt'many thouſands, thoſe perſons by name who had 
obeyed the King in a way of unrighteouſnefle,though they were the chietelt and greateſt of 
them, and in that reſpe& (jn all likelihood) kept fartheſt of from the danger, and had more 
outward provition for their ſafety, then others. _ 
6.(Andlzftly for this)It this liberty we ſpeak of,of examiving the commands of Kings and 
other Superiours,were granted nnto,and ufed by thoſethar are in ſubjeRion,it would not de- 
veſt or bereave Kings..or Rulecs. of any obelience at all, that were worth the havingor 
receiving from men,or that were truly honourable or ſafe for them ro receive. Al] that 1n rev 
ſon it-cou'd be conceived to doin this k n1,is to prevent and cut off all ſuch obectence icom 
Kings, which would endanger. their cnttirg off, and their States and Kingdomes wit!) them. 
If this I'bzrty.or duty rather of examining the commands of Superiours, hid been preachad 
and preſſed nponthe conſciences ofmen withthat authori:y aad power,which che tiut ard 
bigh concernment of ic wil beare, or rather (indeed) required, thoſe Crownes mfzht have 
flouriſhed upon the heads of Kings , which now begin to droope an larguith; and tho/e 
Natjons enjoyed abundance of peace under them, - the foundations of whole ſafety ore 
Bow ſhaken.. Ephraim is arpreſſed and brok:n in judgment, becauſe he willizoly followed! pe com 2 
waudement, viz. of Ring I:robngm. who commanded the wor ſhipping of the goidenC. alle 
Hoſe. 5. 11.. Here is the fruit of che forwardaeſſe of a Nation to obey and comp Iy with on 
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when menorwomen ſhal make idols of Kings and Princes, and great men,and 1 dow, be 
fore them, and worfhipthem with divine worſhip, as all they. in <ffc& do, who yeeld obedi. 
enceuntothers againſt God; what do they elſe but ſhakethe very foundations of their lives 
' and preſent beings inthe World:, and call forthe fire. of Gods jeajouſie from heaven to cor? 
ſumerhem? Whereason the conrrary, - thoſe that ſoberly and out of conſcience refuſe to 
obey them upon ſich terms,I mean, againſt God, they do them as good ſervice,it they wout 
pleaſe fato apprehend and interpret it, as ordecai did to King Abahrereſh, when herevealed 
thetreafonot thetwo Eanuchs againſt him. He that refuſeth toobey a Superionr in an yn. 
lawfull commandjgiveth notice to him, that;his foot isin a ſnare of death, and that his Pres 
ſervation ftandsirhis defiſting andrepenting» 
 T ſhall mentiononly one obj:ion more wherewith that unhappy learning of the con. 
trary fideuſeth to bevery importune, and to triumph much in it. The Chriſtians in the pri- 
xuicive times ſubmitred themſelves wich patience tothoſe moſt- anjuſt and crueli command; 
ofthe heathen Emperors, when they ſent their Officers topurtthem ro execution, and to rake 
'their ves from them : they neverreſiſted, nor ſtood upon their guard buttookeeven death jt 
ſelf, yea, and many times torments worſe then death, patiently. And whercas this might 0+ | 
$i enim & therwife be ſufficiently anſwered; that they made no reſiſtance, Lecauſe they were not able, 
beſts ex- they had noTonſiderable firength to make good ahy reſiſtance; to take away this anſier,they 
ram Uufhally citea place out of one of the Fathers, Terr##ian by name, wherein he diſclaimes this 
vindices oroundof their patience in ſuffecing, writing unto the States or Senators ofthe Empire,affir- 


occul! tos 


| agere vel. - ming, that they had a confiderable party of Chriſtians in thei Dominions, whereby they 


9 he were ableto have tmaderefiftznce agzinſt their. 


I eiſct nubi 


vis nume- Yecanſethis obje&ion is tnatter of fo much confidenceand triumph tothe adverſary, 1 
rorum & (hal defire leavetoex:tnine it the more thoronghly, and to fearch the bottom and foundati- 


' coptarum 2 


| ---txrerni:on8of ith my anfwer to it, F ſhal firſt ſpeak to the teſtimoriy propounded, and'con{ider the 


bo} 
veltra ome 


nia imp!e-being granted or ſuppoſed, weſhall endeavour to ſhew'of how litcle force or concernment it 


| 09" 152, any wales. ro difable the trathof that poſicion we haven hand , which jultifchare 
| infulss, -ffanee againſt tie violent execotiow of any unjult command from/Kings , in thoſe that are 


caſtelia-, 


eunicipia, aſaltedinder pretencetheredf ;therefore ag concerning the teſtimony of Tertullanforch- 

$0701112- ing rhe fliciency of ſtrengthithe Chriſtians in;histime ſhould have to reliſt the Emperour 
ipla,gc. andall hispower, / anſwer, No St ans pn : : ; 

co ello. Ficſt,thatthis Father might eaſily be miſtakenn taking the proportion, and making the 

ro prem-” ef{Itaate ofthe (trength and power of Chriſtians within the compaſſe of che Roman Empire, 

PWC a comparifonofithe Rrengthr of thaſe that were ready to'oppoſe them. This was pointot 

Tel. Faith;nor of Chriſtian Religion; and therefore a devout Father might eafily fall under a mif- 

F A es prifion bercir.. The common ſaying indeed js,chat nxicniquein arte fun credendumj.c every 

©?" «man isto bebeleeved in his own art or profeſſion, but no rule of charity orreafon bincs us 

| to 'beeeve another in avy thing which belongs to the art' or profefiion of another, and 

wh.reirt himfelf i little verſed or exerciſed. Now'to weigh the ſtrength of a Kingdome, 

$ wee. of Finpire,(as it were) in  hallance, and comake Meltimateof, an# compitretogetier 

the pore of ſeveral] parties or divifions of people inicwith ſo much ex-Ctaeſſ e, as tO cicter- 

rigs which is the ftronger, and-which the weaker, belongs to the proſciſion and imployment 

«fs St x6{intzt, nor of a Divitie, or Mioitter of the Goſpel, of dhe that firsat thelterne of he 

Eypolrgnotof one whioſe-kickrt, - and time, and'firength, aretaken vp with the ſtudy ofthe 

mitt. ries of hex vert Yea for a StareEman himſelf cobeable upon-fufficient grounds, precilcly 

to decermiie ſuch aifferences as we ſpeak of Imean between the ſtrength and firength ” _ 

| erer 
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ferent parties ina State, where the:e is any ncernefſe or appearanceof an equality, F 
bothiduable diligence and treble Efficiency in him Ks... =" quilly;Oi require 
- 12. How eafily. might he miltake and milcarry in a matter quite beſides his profcfſion and 
courſe,who'not long after miſcartyed fogrievonſly in hisown, as to turn Hontaniſt, who 
called himſelf the holy Ghoſt, andto approve of the drean's and furious fancies of thoſe two 
vile women, Maximlla and Priſca(Hvntanus his wicked aflociates)for true prophecies, Yea 
fayed not here neicher, but joyned himſelf wich thoſe heretiques called Caraphryges, who 
condemned ſecond marriages as adulcerous and prohibited by God ; befides divers other 
milpriſions in his own pr ofefſion, which would take up too much time toinkift particularly 
upon * a memorableexample and warning (as it were) from heaven, tow unſafe and dange- 
rousic isto build upon theauthority of men. | 

' 3. Iris well obſerved by one,that chere i3 an aptneſfe and pronneſſe of inclination in much 
devotion, in perſons devoutly given, toover value the workes and piety of otkermen. Now 


his Father outof ſuch a principle or inclination as this is,defirous roextoll and magnifie the 


patience of Cheiſtians, might eafily draw in ſuch a circumſtance as this for ſuch a purpole, 
upon very weak and ſlender grounds forie. 

. It is generally obſerved and known by the writings and records of theſe times, that e- 
venin the pious and O-thodox Fathers themſelves there were ſome touches and fireinee, 
ſome fibre of chat root of bitternefſe which afterwards grew ranke,and flouriſhed above mea- 
Aareinthetimes of Popery,yea and brought forth fruit abundantly unto death.I mean an in- 
'clinatiori to credit and countenance their religion in the fight of the heathen and the world 


- about them; by very ſlender reports and relations of things, as of Miracles, Viſions, ſtrange 


accidents;&c. which are generally rejeGed, as fabulous and falſe, by the founder and motc 
conſiderate knowledge of theſe latter daies. 

5. Suppoſe there might be conſiderable numbers of men of the Chriſtian party in the Em- 
pire(chongh tome iris one of the things Leaſt beleeve)to withſtand the heathen party there- 


in, yetdonbtlefle theſe were kept under,as the Iſraelites ywere in «Egypt, when they began to 
mulciply.Itis no waieslikely,that if they wereany waies formidable for their numbers,that 
they ſhould be ſuffered to have any proportion ot armes or means.tither of offence or deſence. 
incaſe they were affaulted.It bejnz contrary to all reaſonand rule of Scate,to ſuffer a party of 
an'oppdſiteReſigion to jthe Stare , and worſhipping another God then the State al owed, 
growing to any conſiderable numbers within them, to have farther any ſuch preportion or 
annuity of weapons,armes,or means in any kind, whereby they might endanger and become 
EmidBleto the State. Now then granting 'that whick this Father ſpake concerniug the 
tiinibers of Chriſtians amongſt the heathens,that they had number for number,man for man, 
and'in this reſpe&might ſeem to ballance themgand be able enough to reſiſt them; yet want- 
ingarmes and other means of defence,w herewith it cannot be conceived but that the :dierle 
party abormded,it had been in vain for them to have made refiſtauce when violence was ofl- 
red untothem.And thusmuch for the firſt part of my anſwer,to ſhew the queſtionablenes,or 
rather indeed the great unlikelihood of the truth of that teftimony,which 18 brought to ſap= 


portthe obje&tion propounded, which otherwiſe would fall co the ground of it {elf, 


Igoon to the ſecond part of my anſwer,which is to prove and to ſhew, that thoug!t the 
teſtimony be admitted for truth, yet the objeE&ion wil notreach the queltion,or caſe jn hand. 
Therefore ſuppoſe we the Father that ſpake as we have beard, viz. That the Clritians 
under the heathen Emperours ſhquld beable enough to have defended themſelves,zea to have 
oppoſed the Emprrour himſelf with his party,ſpake notking herein but the truth; yet it doth 
bur follow, thar all thoſe of his profeſſion, I mean all _ Chriſtians that were ſcattered up 
2 and 
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anddownthe face of the Empire ſhould have the ſame apprehenſions with him berein.thoutg 
think themſelves Rirong enough' to reſiſt their adverſaries, in caſe chey were Oppoſed. Thok 
particular perſons that were called out here and there, ſome after others,to foffer, might ao 
probably, yea, could nor lightly butconceiveand think, that if they ſhould have made _ 
- xeliſtance againſt them thatcame to lay violent handsupon them,and to put themto death, 
they ſhould have butenraged their malice againſt them the more, and ſo have encreafeq 

their own torments-yea,and happily have provoked the heathen party , torage ſo much the 
more agaioſt their Chriſtiap brethren,who yet remained amongſt them. So that in thoſe that 
were called to ſuffer, it had been both want of. wiſdome,in reſpe& of themſelves,and of cha- 
rity ip reſpe&of others, if they ſhonld havemade the leaſt refiltance againſt thoſe unjuſt and 
bloody 1 oye were ſent againſt them to take away. their lives... * * 

. Ifirbe herereplyed and faid;yea but the whole body and party of Chriſtians throyghour 
the,Empire,having ſufficient. ſtrength might have agreed to-haveriſen up at once, and haye 
ſuppreſſed their adverſaries, if they had judged lawtfull.. -  -_. 

.- Tathis,anſwer hath in part been made already : as firſt, that it is. no waies probable that 
they had any ſufficiency of ſtrength, nonotof men, to have made good ſuch an attempt, 
g-uch lefle that they had any competent proviſion of means otherwiſe, which had been re- 
reqliſitethercunto-. ._ | b 4 | 
Secondly, that though it ſhould be granted, that they. had a ſufficiency of ficength both 

waics,yet is:it no waies neceſſary, that therefore they ſhould all be of the ſame mind & judg- 
ment'couchiog this ſufficiency;thart they ſhould all be perſwaded that their party were ſtrong 
enough to deale with their adverſarier. We know that many attempts,projes, and underta- 
kings. which have beenin treaty and agitation, haye been deſerted and laid :fide,only through 
the different judgments and apprehenſions of thoſe thatwere concerned, and to have beeg 


| .cnga ged therein, touching.ihe expediencear feaceableneſle of them. As that proje& of Achi. 
A SameT7. top Ee 


[for the immediate and clole following of D avid,was deſerted by 4b/eloz, and his par- 
ty,and not put incxecution, becauſe. of the different adviſe which Haſvai the Archit gave, 
Alateinſtance hereof we had likewiſe amongſt our ſelves:that dangerous deligne of bringing 

- up thearmy. out of the North agaioſt the Parliament,proved abortive,the execution of it ner 
_ ver.ſeeing - light.of the $un,through the different opinians of thoſe that were,and wereto 
kave been.in.ſpeciall manner concerned therein; ſome conceiving it to haye been a projet 
deſerying.the name of one /ach ; others no waies daringto adventure themſelves, their lives, 
ard fortynes,nor ſome(perhaps )their conſciences,upon it. In like manner for the Chriſtians 
14ingwithia the Raman Empire,to have made head and rifenup againſt the main body and 
tatcaſthe Empire to ſuppreſſe themghad'been an enterpriſeof that dangerous and grievous 
_— quence.incafe it had miſcarryed ; eſpecially the grounds of the ſucceffe of it being ſo 
ungertain and weakas they were,that ic hath not the leaſt appearance or ſhew of likelihood, 
that ever it ſhould he generally conſented unto by the whole ſociety of the Chriltianszwith- 
opt which there was no attewpting the putting of it into execution. . | 
. Fozhis may beadded... | | 


a 


frcngelt. and hid made little, queſtion but that they might have carried it againſt the 
ii-ngargrand his ; yet having no invitation, countenance or command from any Authority, 
-y/zzar Jawfull power in the. Empire ro attempt any ſuch thing, their caſe was farre differing 
omorys vibo are. inyited, countenanced ,, encouraged, and ſome wayes commanded by 28 


£EAT and 6 lawfullan, Auth o:ity 28 this Rate. hath any, todoe what you have been exhorted 


0 


to doe in oppaling the rage.and viplence of that malignant and bloud-thirfty gm—_—_ 


2 Thar. ſuppoſe, the Ghriſtians -we.ſpake of had been generally. confident of their 
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who having ftollen away the heart of che King, make uſe of his nameto make havock and 
ſpoile of your Lawes, Liberties, Ettates, Lives;Religion,yea of the Peace, Honour,and ſafery 
of the: whole Kingdome. Ic is the exprefſe command and ordinance of God that inferiour 
Magiſtrates,and Rulers {koull be obeyed as well as Kings,as we obferved former]y our of that 
of Peterg2 Petal 3,14-T berefore ſubmit Jour ſelves rnto.every,or ali manner. of ordinance of may, 
for the Lords ſake, whether it beunt othe K ing 4s wnto the Superionr , or unto governors as thoſe 
that are ſent of him, for the puniſhment of evill avers,&c.So thatinferiour Governours are by the 
expreſſe Commandement of God to be obeyed, as well as the Superiour. Now then pr the 
cafe'that the-infefiour Governour requires: Ehat which is: onely honeſt,,: agreeable-to the 
Lawes of Godand of Nature,as, 24 that we ſhould doeour ber fo defend our ſelves again& 
thoſe that contrary to all Law and conſcierte affault us : the ſuperiour, that which is con- 
traryto both.,-vize. to fic till whileſt our Eawes, Liberties, Efatey, Lives, friends. godly Ma- 
giltrates,and Religion 1t ſclte,are indangered,and ready:to be taken from us ; the queſtion in 
thiscaſe,' whether weare-to'obey 'the1ateriolur or. fyperiour Authority; (i.the command of 
God indgifferently exxending irfor. obedgenceuntd eidher,inthings thatare lawfull) .fs eaſi- 
ly reſalved,except men willcomplaine and [ay iris darke'at ndone day.'When it ſhall be ſub- 
(tantially proved uoto us,that an.unlawfull command from a ſuperiour Magiſtrate, dIffolyes 
and makes yoid that Commandement of God,wherby- we ſtand bound to vbey the inferior, 


inthat which is Jawfull'; We may chen have cauſeto make! a.derhuc touching the goodnefſe- 


of the eauſe;butti]1-chen we may be bold to ſay;it is day, when-the Sunfhitnethe This then is a 
difference very conſiderable,between the cafe of primiciveChriſttans;and ours, inthe point in 
hand, ſuppoſing they had power tv defend themſelves againſt the perſecuting agents and 
andinfiruments of the Emperour , yet had they not any countenanceor command trom any 
Autborityinthat ſtate to doet, which we have 1n ours. | | |; 

. 4 Scillſuppoſing(that which yer is never to be granted, till ir be better proved) that the 
Primitive Chriſtians we ſpake of, hada ſufficiency of power, to have defended themſelves 2» 


_ gainſt the perſecnting Emperours,and did it not,yet there may bethis reaſon given,why they 


ſhould rather patiently ſuffer, then make reſiftance, becauſe whileſt they were yet heathenand 
unconverted to the Chriſtian Faith, they conſented to that power or authority in the Em- 
prrour;whereby he made thoſe bloudy Edics for the perſecuting and murthering of poore 
Chriſtians. Now: it had been aiyery unreaſonable thing and jtiftly offenſive, bot inthe'eyes of 
God and men,jf che ſameperſons who hadeftabliſhed a power or-authority in the hand of a 
| Ruler ſhonld haye reſiſted or oppoled hitm,or his Agents and Miniſters in the.execution of its 
A ſervant of God,though he ſweares or bargains to his own hurt, yet muſt hexet change, as yeu 
have-it, P/+15+4: . But we are under no ſuch ingagements, or bands,and therefore have a h- 
berty which they had'not : For though a mans conſent to:an unlawtull power, bein ab- 
loluteand ſimple conſideration a meere nullity, . and ſuch a power never the more lawtulli- 
zed thereby; yet by all rnles of reaſon and equity, ſuch a conſent ought to be a bar agiin!} 
bumthat hath given it,that he ſhal not for auy carnail benefit or advantage;break out agair;'t 
kimthatexerciſeth this power by vertueoffuch conſent,meerly for- ſach exerciſe ſake, 
- $: Be ig-granted that the Chriſtian party in the Romane Empire was very great ( a9 
8 pretended)yet could it inno ſence be called or looked upon as the whole ſtate or body of 
the Eippire,as the Parliamentary Aſſembly is amongit us. This ina repreſentativeand legall 
conſideration,is the who!e body of the Nation, and of all the perſons in it,haviog the ſawe 
power andauthoricy by Law, and in conſcience too>to do every whit as muct; inevery rel- 
pet, as the whole Nation,andall the particular perfons therein could have,itthey wee met 
together, Naw that may be lawfull for an entire body as ſociety of perſons to due, which 
| | I C3 ; nay 
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-tightofche Golpall,: did rake ic,and cate fleſh.Confider that paſſage of the Apoſtle, Row.1, 
&. Herhut obſerveth adayzobſerverb it uno the Lord awd he that ebferucth not a day cobferveth 
51 mor rate thy Luv Heichat exrerhgenteth ware the Lord 2for: he giveth Godthanks : and he that 
ccaterifior paveth nos idoo'the Lord, wni{giverh God thaxkesVViereby itas evident thatthe for. 
bearance of fumendions byTomonmen'whereinthey approverhemſeives unto God,doth not 


ple then'mueh depended:Burſecondly, if there were many Miniſters of the Goſpe]] and ter 
chers, even in the Apoſtlestimes themſelves, that were ignorant of thar liberty whichtte 


and farisfie the generall fort of Chriſtians —_— may very well beconceived, that ſome 
ro 


Thirdly,chat from thedayes of the Apoſtles, -envithl] their numbers andRrength werer:i 
(4 and increaſed to the ſuppoſed -phatret x fifficiency to/refift '( which was not kff then 
neeit 


h ® [] % 
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ere 200.yeares ) there was no occaſion, of fladying, or looking into the point : they h 

fore it is no imarvatte if they negleCed the ſearching after it;Andwhencafes of conſcience(as 
this was Jie eiftadied and uninquiredinto, neither is it any marvaile ifthereſolution or (ate 
ofthe truth in them, be not generally known. T3 

Fourthfy,tHat Spirit of courage, patience and conſtancy, which Gad poured out alun- 
dantly epon his Church and ſervants in thoſe times, whereby they were ſo'ltrengthned and 
incouraged to ſaffer.that martyrdome ſeemed a Gefirable' thing unto them;might be a fpcci- 
aÞ} reafon and meanes to take them off from inquiring into;;- or fo: much as tvinking what 
their law fukliberty might be in the caſe we ſpeake of. Men that have a full eftate in fire 
rents,as much as they can well ſpend:and as their heart deſiteth,are not like, have no oceation 
to bufie themſelves in ftudying the cafe ofufury,as whether it be lawfull to take increaſe for 
the lone of mogiey,orno/; which hethat hath hiseſtate in money, hath. Whilft the 7/-a-1ircs 
werefed by God inan extraordinary way by Marma from Heaven, there was no neceffity or 
occafion.for them to plough and ſow. So whilit Chriſtians were furniſhed with an extraor- 
dinary ftrength from Heaven, to offer themſelves up in martyrdom, their edge muſt needs be 
taken offhereby, a3 from ſecking meanes to eſcape it, ſo from ſtudying caſes and queſtions 
about the lawfulneſſe of eſcaping. — - | 
- Fiftly,whalft there fay a confeffed neceſſity of ſuffering upon Chriſtians, 7evtill the ſuppo- 
{.d rength of reſiſtance catne tothe (which as-was: noted before,con[d nor be much lefſe 
then 200-yeares) Marty rdome was ſo extolled and magnified by the generall acclamations of 
the Minitters,and'continuall panegyricks, and orations made in praiſe thereof, thatit is like 
no man woultdfora long timebe endured. that (hould teach any dofrin that might any ways 
ſeemeto take nierroff from the defirce thereof. As there are many dotftrines and points of Ke- 
Iigianamongf or ſelves that have bectva long time'taught with ſo high-an hand, and ger.c- 
eaſt received with (o full anapplaule,that it is not ſafe for any man to appeare ſo much as in 
a ſeeming oppoſition to them;(though with never ſo much modeſty and tendexrnetle. ) But, 

Sixtly(and laftfy for this ). whether God was pleaſed co make uſe of one or both of their 
pit ticulars|aſt tmentioned;or any other like untothem,as a meanes to kide that ]:berty af re- 
fritance we ſpeake of from the eyes of che primitive Chriftians,or no z cert:ic.e it is , that the 
f-ancand tenonr ofhis after diſpenſations,did require,that fuch 2 1iberty ſhould be hid f. om 
them, orat leaft that they ſhould not make ufeof it ; as on the contrary, the nature 2nd pur- 
pott of thoſediſpenſations which-God hath now in hand;requires that this liberty fhanld ! e- 
manifefted and madeknownunto Chrifttans, We know that according to the counte!; ax'd 
forcknowledge of-God:; Antichriſt was then to come into the world : as now we know that 
heigabour tobe deftroyed andcaft out of the world. Now this is a generall :We,looke what 
trthes were neceffary'to be ſhutup and concealed from the Chi::ches of Chrift, that Anti- 
chriſt might aſſe by,and get up into his throane ; the diſcovery and letting ont of the ſaine 
| intothe world,are neceflacy for his pulling downe. For certaige it is, that Antichriſt cou! 
nevir Have gotten np into that throane;pheron heyet fits and ſhewes Limleifeinhis ſocrilegi- 
ens plory-had nor Gad by ſpecial difpenſatton ſaffered him to, make many truths his four- 
fooleTfallerinhs had bene clearelyratight inthe Church of Chrill, 2nd accordingly recet- 
 relandbelieved;it had beene impoſſible that ever ſuch-a monſter ſhould have gotten 110 the 
Temple'of God,that ſhonld-exalt himſelfe abowt all that which is called God, But Ged caulirg 
| xdeadfrepefusitwert)o fill upon thoſe truthes, which fhonld 1n fpeciall manner hve ops 

| poſed himyhe had the opportunity without much contradi&ion ornoytc to tteefe and one 

vey bimſelfe intothat Catbedram peſtilentie , that chaice of papall ftate, which ver ke 6.4% 
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where,cary this ſence and interpretation;the'bc dies of ſtates or Kingdomes indefinitely tas 
ken and conlidered, being uſually fignificd by their heads, as Dukedomes by Dukes, King- 
domes by Kings,8:c.as we have had occaſion formerly to obſerve more at large whenwe pro- 
duced ſeverall inſtances from the Scriptures of this kind of phraſe. 1 ſhall (for the preſent) be 

our remembrancer only of that one,Dau.7.17.with ver.23.wherever. the 17-the foure great 
Beaſts are ſaid to be foure Kings that ſhall ariſe out of the earth, Yet verſe 23. it is (aid that the 


fowth Beaſt ſhall bethe fourth K ingaom upon E arth, which ſhall be diverſe from all Kingdoms, ic”, 


all the other three Kingdoms formerly expreſſed by three Kinge. I conld dire& you to ſeve- 
rall other Texts of _—_— where the ſame manner of ſpeaking is found ; but that I haſten. 
2.lfwe take the word, nge, properly,7.c. preciſely for the perſons that are the heads and 
chiefe rulers of Kingdoms,in that Scripture,and will fiy , that theſe ſhall hate the whore and 
make her deſolate, &c-1 apprehend no pollibility ( for the preſent ) of reconciling this place, 
with that other mentioned, Rev. 1 8.9, Whereit is ſaid, that the K ings of the Earth who have 
committed fornication and lived deliciouſly with her, ſhall bewaile her and lament for hergwhenthey 
frall ſee the ſmoke of her burning.Certainely they that ſhall hate ber,and helpe'to make her deſo= 
late,and to burne her with fire will not bewaile her, nor lament over her, after ſuch a manner 
asis farther expreficd in that which followes in this Chapter. As for thatExpoſition, which 
by the Ki ofthe Earth that ſhould bewaile and lament over the whore in her burning,un= 
derftandeth Cardinalls, ArchBiſkops,Biſhops,&c.who in their port and pompeare as Kingy, 
it ſeemeth not probable zI rather conceive theſe to be the Merchants of the Earth that ſhould 

and waile over her becauſe no'man buyeth their wares any moreyverſe, 11. and who are ſaid 
to have vaxenrichby that long trade and trafique they had had with the world,in thoſe Ba- 
biloniſh commodities. Therefore they are the ten Kingdomes indefinicely conſidered, 5. per- 
ſons living within the ten Kingdomes,not the ten Kings perſonally and properly taken,that 
fhl! baethe Whore and make her deſolate, and burne her fleſh with fire. Now this promiſe 
and predition of God concerning the deſtruAion of the Whore by Chriſtians of mferiour 
ranke and quality,can bardly be conceived however it ſhould be fulfilled or take place, except 
the juJgments and conſciences of men ſhould belooſed and fer at liberty from the bands and 
fetters of thoſe enflaving DoAcines and apprehenſions, wherewich they had been formecly 
oppreſſed and made ſervile above meaſure>to thoſe thatwere in place & authority over them. 
This then we ſee a ground and reaſon fully fatisfa&ory, both how and why the Chriſtians 
inthe Pcimitive times,whileſt Antichriſt was in comming, might well be ignorant of that li- 
berty,the knowledge whereof would have kept him from his Throne ; and alſo why that 1i- 
berty ſhould now be revealed by God and taught unto his people; the ignorance whereof 
would till keep and continue him upon his Throne,when Gods Will and Pleaftre is that he 
ſhallbethrown down, And this for Anſwer to the Obj:Qion laſt propounded ; and for th: 
fixt particular,by way of Anſwer to the maine QbjeAton. Bur, 

7. (And laſily)whatſoever the credit or authority of Tertullias may be for the ſtrength of 
Chriſtians in Primitive times,to make reſiftance againſt their enemies, and how juitifiable, or 
commendable ſocver the patience and ſubje&ion of theſe Chriſtians in toffering as they did, 
may be by fome conceived to bee, ſuppoſing they had ſuch a power to have de:c ded rhims 
ſelves,as is ſuppoſed; yet moſt certaine it is,that as well the anthoricy of the one as the ſubs- 
miſſion of the other, yea and bcth together, being both!Apocriphall,are tos ligit to weigh 
azaink the authority ofthe praQice of that great Prophec £/ha,who made re*Fanceagainft 
the Kings Meſſenger,that was ſent again(t bimto take away his hea (as we inſtanced to you 
inthe former part of this Diſcourſe )as alſo againſt David,a man after Gods own heart, who 
being but a private man, ſtrengthned himſelfe as well as he could, both with men and armes, 
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yea and with Goliahs ſword to boote, to defend himſclte againſt cheunjult ini blood y perſe- 
cution of Sax/; both which example: (belids others of like importance)are Canonical!, c/;7 $ 
muſt not be cenſured as an cvii-doer,nor David condemned fcr aTraytor,or revell.cither hes 
cauſe Tertulias faith;that there were Chriſtians eaough in the Roman Empire,to make their 
party good againſt the Emperor and his wicked inftruments,nor yet becauſe theſe Chitions 


. did notftand up in-their own defence, baving ſufticiency of firength to have done ir, This we 


leethere is nothing at al in the patience or ſubmiſſion ot the primiciveChriRians,fo much ys... 
ged-andinliftedupon;todilcountenance that cauſeand ſervice, wherein your beſt concurrence 
hath beendelired, ; of any confideration or concernment that way. To riſevp inyour owne 
defence,in the defence of your lives, your eſtates, your liberties, your wives, your childre:) 
your friends, your Lawes,your religion,againk thoſe,who without any lawſull Authority os 
arranteither of God or men,are riſen up with all their mighr, and all their power to make 
ck;and-ſpoite;and ruine of all, is no ways offenſive either in the fight of God, or rez- 
fonable men, ' SO NG 
-. And(coconclude) ifany man be afraid that Martyrdome ſhould ſuffer by this , as either 
thatthe glory hereof ſhould be eclipſed,or that all opportunities of expreſſing onr ſelves un- 
co:God and Jeſus Chritt in ſacha ſervice, ſhould be cat off, and raken away by firch an opi- 
nionSanfiver;No : The glory and praiſe of Martyrdome will remaine as encice, with this 
0 a without it;and the opportanitierof ſhewing our ſelves in our love and faithfal- 
nefle untoChrift in (ach a ſervice,will no wayes be diminiſhed hereby. bh 8 
-ForFirft, theglory and praiſe of Martyrdome or ſiffering for Chriſt, doth not conſiſt in 


| Lying down,and ſuffericig/protd and wicked men to ride over our heads, in fitting fill whi- 


leſÞour eftares/libercies,wives;children;ftiends;are ruined & deftroyed before on tacey,vhen 


God put#aniopps Into'gar hand to defend them; the fame arid Goſpell of Jeſus 
Chrif@' would rather ſuffer loffe by ſich a patience as this,chen any wayes gainezit were more 


Infdetlike;then Chriftiannot to make the beſt proviſion we cangfor the ſafety of thoſe that 


. ake{Facare tits in fach a cxſe:Bat the grace ard Sglory of Mattyrdomelyeth inrhis; Firk, 


whed har iyrefolvitd toprofefic thenamie,and Faith'of Chrift, what danger ſoever he in- 
cure What lofle forever he fiftrines,of is like to filtaine by it, Secondly, When it comes tothe 
neceſſtyof ſuſfering;that he baulkes'not, nor faulters with Chriſt - that he is nor any wayes 
aſhe 


Sta s of him.or any of his words,ot wayes. Thirdly, when a man difdeignes deliverance 
any þaſe termers,or by unworthy meancs, that ſcornes to fly away for the exjoyment 
Oy Fa xcept it bewith the wings of aDove(the Scriptures Emblem of innocency)which 
deovertd with filter wings(asD avis (peakes)and ber feathers like yellow gold. Itis ever honou- 
rabſeto fly with ſach wings as theſe. ; 
Fourthly (and laftly)when Goddoth not 'open a doore of Jawfall eſcape unto him, either 
by fight or otherwiſe, bur hedgeth him up(as it were) with thornes into the hand of theper- 
ſeaitory: thar he partenrly" and with meekenefſe and compeſedeſſe of ſpicit,* withour any 
breakings'oue in one Kind or other, withonr any expreſſion of diſcontent either againſt God 
ot rai; fubrmirteth himſc}fe unto the ſtroke, in what kind ſoever it falls upon him. = 
And'fecondly, for opportunities of Martyrdome,of ſuffering for Chrift, and that in num: 


| bers morethet; we defire,chey will not be wanting,though weſhall not ſuffer every dafc Ca- 
valecr, rhar faich he is for the King to cur our throztes,or to plunder our Cities, Townes,or 


ouſe, to comrit outrages and incolencies upon Wives, Children, Friends,8c. ; 
' x. Icis a ſuffering for Chrilt(and ſo a degree or kind of Martyrdome)to ſuffer thoſe things 
which we doe.in feares,in dangers,in diſtraQtions, in runnings, or removings up and downe, 


in difappotntmencs ofour affaires, in _the loffe, expence, or forbearance of our eſtates ; oY 
tho 
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thoſe men of B-/ia/that are as Thornes in our eyes,and ſcourges in our fides, only or ebiefly 
becauſe we will be that in open and conftant profeſſion, which by the grace of God we are 
inwardly apd inthe truth of our ſoules ; becauſe we will not proſtitute our conſciences to the 
Juſts of theic Father the devill,we will not givethe right hand of fellowſhip tothem, in thoſe 
deſperate courſes of wickedneffe and prophannefle wherein they are engaged, and wherein 
(it ſeemes)chey meane to weary,yea and weare themſelyes out before they will give over. 
© 2, Welieopentothe hatred and malice, to the mockings and ſcoffings,to the rayling and 
revilings;to the flinders and lyings of the whole malignant party round about us ; and thar 
becauſe we hold forth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his holinefle and purity,in his power andau- 
thority over the world,in his truth, and faithfulnefle,in his mercy,and gooinefle,in his glory, 
and Majeſty, in our lives, and converſations. And this is a Martyrdome too,or ſuffering for 
Chriſt, | 
| 3-(And laſtly Jwe know not how ſoon or ſuddenly we may be called out by God,to ſuffer 
even a perfe& and compleat Martyrdom indeed, to lay down our lives for Chrift;when God 
will hedge up every way of eſcape againſt ws with thornes,, and. leave us in Peters ftreights, 
To ftretc forth our hands,and have another to gird us, and to lead 1s whither we wonld nor. obs 
21.18.So that we ſhall leave occafions,and opportunities enough,even as many as God him- 
ſelfe ever made, for the expreſſing of our love and faithfulnefle unto Chrift and his Goſpell 
{a wayes of ſuffering, though we ftand up like men,and quit our ſelves wich all our might, and 
all onr trength, againſt thoſe afſacinates, and ſworne Sword-men of the devill, who have 
conſpired the death and ruin of all that feareth God in the Land. | 

Only for a cloſe of all that I have to ſay in this point, let me addethis onething by way - 
of caution , that opportunities of ſaffering Martyrdome wil not alwayes continue in the 
Churelfor the fervants of God:yea,the time draweth neare,when they ftrall ceaſe and be no 
more. 'Thefaid retinue of the fir things, ( as they are called Rev.20.4-)which hath been a 
long tine in palſing bygeven for many Generations, is now almoſt quite paſſed ; God is now 
bringing up the reere of this hoſt of forrowes,and when this is paſſed, he wil turne the wheele pet's | au 
of his providence and difpenſations, betweene his own Church,and the Synagogue of Satan, ITE |: 
That fide which hath been down hitherto, ſhall beupward, and that which hath been above, : ” 2% ql! : © 
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wbelievicg ones,and abominable, an4 murtherers and Whoremongers,and Sorcerers, and all tyarr, 
they ſhall becalled to their Martyrdome, and the Saints of the moſt high (ball give them I: 
double,oftheir own cap. * T hey that cd into captivity hitherto , ſpall now goe into captivity « xa, 4 
themſelves ta»d rhey rbat killed with the word hitherto, Pall now b- bi/l:d with the ſword them: 271: OS + 
ſelves. And whe they are that ſhall now lead into captivity,and ſlay with the fword,you may hs ONS ; | 
inforweyour ſelves, Rev.1$.6,7. Reward her, even as ſhe hath rewarded you : you, viz.in your OS |. 
Brethren,that have walked in the ſteps of the fare faith and hiolinefls with ycu: Ardgine 
ber denble, co Thisis the konerr when the Saints foall rave, to execute the judgement th 2! 
u written, upon the Whores 

Another motive to ftrengthen your kand the ſame way, may be to confider,that as thecau'e $4! 
re:ommended to you is every wayes juſtifiable, fo is it a matrer ofthe hjghefl & deepeſt con« Wt 
eerament ut t > youtofland by it and adyance it to the utmoſt you are able,yea(if it were poſ- | 
k>le)above and beyond what you are able to do. All yuur intereſts relations.end concern= 
ments iInthis world are bound up in it; yea, it narrowly concernes youin relation to the 
world which is ro come, your cverlaſting eftate and condition is not lightly concerned in ir. 
Firit,what have you in this world amongſt al that which you call yours, any wayes deare or 
precious unto yer,but that the jitne of £113 ca! - , whatſoever It proves, is like to be Fretched 

| 2 UDC. 


ſhall be below : Now the devills ſaints, and the Chlidren of the Whore, even al fearefull and 
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upon it : the cauſe which is now depending and pleading between you and your adyerf,,;, 
will certainly beeither the 1 ifing or Laing It. FT OG f — 
1: For your Eſtates, theſe arealready deſigned, by yo wrenemies,for a reward andrecom. 
pence of their labour and cravell in procuring your ruin. Your filver,and gold,your Houles, & 

lands,wirh all your precious atd pleaſant things beſides , muſt call you Maſters no mo 
if yoafall into the hands of theſe devourers. It they prevaile,they will be like a ſweeping = 
(as Soloman ſpeakes):hat will leave no food, You mult look tor no other avcrcies from themybur 
thoſe that are crxe//; you heare daily from divers parts of che Land, of what ſpirir they arein 
this kind:what fpoyle and rapin they make of the precious ſubltance of your deankns where 
they have opportunity to fall ; notwithſtanding they are not yet ina poſture totheir 
minds,to follow this occupation of ruine and ſpoile, as they defire and hope to doe, They 
haveabridleof ſome feare in the jawes of their fury , they cannot ſtay by their worke, they 
cannot gather in their harveſt ſo cleane as they defire. But it they do theſethings being bur 
yet in the valley,what wil they. doe;if they ſhould make good the mountaine?if they commir 
ſuch inſolencies astfieſe in the day of their feares,what will they doein the day of their POW= 
erif ever this Sun ſhould ariſe upon them ?I beſeech you conſider this, you that have lived at 
eaſe;andin all fulnefſe hitherto,and have wanted nothing of all that your hearts could deſire, 
to make your lives comfortable unto you;that have had food,and rayment, and lodging,ang 
harbour,upon ſuch termes,that your fleſh it ſelfe, though apt enough to murmure and com. 
Mlaine hath yetbeen aſhamed to complaine of any want or ſcarcity 1n any kind; tell me how 
or what wil you do in ſncka day, wherein your faire necks, that never had yokeupon them 
2o this day,fhall be wrung and galled, and torne with thoſe Iron yokes, of poverty,naked- 
nefſe,hunger,cold,contempt,want of al things? Willnot the dayes and yeares of your tormer 
plenty and fulnefle be ſeen upon you in abundance of ſorrow and extremity ? And is it not in 
vaine for you tothinke that this cup ſhall paſſe by you , that you drinke not of it,ifever it be 
in the power of thoſe enemies of yours we ſpeake of,to make you to drinke? Doubtleſſe they 
muſt want of their will if you doe not drinke, yea and ſuck ont the very dregs of it. Where- 
as onthe contrary , if you ſhall onely this one time make good your ſtandings againſt them, 
and breake this enterpriſe , as far as humane reaſon is able to judge, and according to the 
ordinary courſe of Gods adminiſtration of things inthe world , they are never like to 
riſe up againſt you, nor to endanger the peace of your outward enjoyments the ſecond 
time: If you will now be perſwaded to give out your (elves like men, to advance the cauſe 
in hand , that which you doe is like to be a bulworke, and an impregnable defence for the 
ime to come to your poſſeſſions, and eſtates, againſt all violence and oppreſſion of menin 
' 2.For your liberties,this is another precious poſſeſſion of yeurs in the world. I ſpeak here 
enely of your civill or politick liberty, which is of equall accommodation and defirableneſle 
 (ifnot of ſipericur) with your eſtates : and this likewiſe will certainly be oppreſſed and ſei- 
zed upon,and turned into a miſerable ſlavery and bondage, it that bloody generation ſhall 
carry the day againſt you, and make themſelves Lords over you. That of Peter, 2 Pet. 2.19. 
is like to come upon you in this caſe : of whowſoever a man # overcome, of the ſame hou brought 
into bondage. It may be you are not generally ſo apprehenfive and ſenſible of the- pretioulnes: 
and fweetnefle of your liberties, as. of your eſtates; you do not place ſo muchof your out- 
ward comfort and contentment in the one, as in the other. The reaſon whereof Iconceiveto 
be partly becauſe we are generally born free, and therefore taker care or pains to come by 
it, whereas many are born poore, and to inherit little but what they can ger by the ſweat of 
their browes: partly becaule liberty is as plentiful amongſt us as falver was 1n Sa/orns = ; 
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which was therefore lictle efteemed becauſe it was as plentiful as the ftones in the ſtreet, ard as 
be wild Figtrees that grew abundantly in the plain ; there is none amongſt us but is as tree as 2» 
nother ; but there is great difference in reſpect of eltate; partly alſo,becaule we fee fewin any 
{.ering or hard condition, we heare few cries or complaints for want of liberry , whereas 
we both heare and ſee daily what hardſhip and things grievous to fi:fh and blood, are endu- 
cedby many » both men, women andchildren, for want of means, and an outward ettatc. 
Haply for theſe and other reaſons that might be given, our liberties are not fo high priſed 
with us as Matter ef eſtate 18; but if we did judge righteous judgement ( as our Saviour 
ſpeaks) or if we had: but the ſenſible advantages and cuicknings to raiſe our thoughts 
and apprehen(ions concerving our liberties, which we have in reference to onr eftates, 
nd which many others in the world have, in reference to liberty it ſelf; we 
would think aur liberties every whit as worthy to be placed at our right hands, asour 
eſtates, I mult not ſtand to diſcourfe the benefit and ſweetnefſe of this bleſſing of li- 
berty ; concerning which , many great and exccllent things might be ſpoken. I ſhal 
onely lay this » that if we lived but a while in thole States, wheiethe poore ſubjeRt is you 
ked with an Iron yoke of bondage , and bowes down the back, and groans under the heavy 
preſſare of uſurpation and tyranny,as under the great Turk,or in the State of Per/ia:yea or in 
Fraxceit ſelf (which is neere at hand) and did but obſerve the miſerable and hard termes 
and condition, that by reaſon of ſuch ſlavery and bondage they live under,then adram of 
that liberty which yet we enjoy, would be as precious to us, as-a drop of cold water would 
have beento the rich man in hell, when he was ſo grievouſly tormented in thoſe flames. Now 
then this is that which I hold forth unto you in this motive to be confidered of , that if ever 
you ſhall ſaffer the hand of the Mal'gnant party, which is now up in rage, and great fury a- 
eainſt you;to find their cnterprife, if the day fals to be theirs, you muſt look to be dealt 
withall in your liberty , as in your eſtates 3 there will oo partiality be ſhewn by theſe 
men between them, they that will not ſpare you in your eſtates , neicher wil they fayour 
youin your liberties, they have bands , and chains , and fetters already prepared for your 
hands and feet,and Irons that wil enter 1ato your ſoules, You muſt know that they are ani« 
mated and ated againſt you, with the ſpirit of that fourth beaſt in D artel, which was unlike 
81to all the others,very fearefwll, whoſe teeth was of Iron, and hz nailes of Braſſe, which devoured, 
brake in pieces,and ſtampt the reſt under bis feet. They are of a Lordly, infolent, domincering 
andtyranizing ſpirit, ſporting themſelves in their cruelties, and delighting to ride oyer the 
heads of men,that they can get urderthem. Therefore now confider (I beſcech you) how ins 
tolerable gnd grievous a thing it is like to beunto you to beare the yoke of that cruel] bon- 
dageand ſlavery which theſe men have preparcd for your necks; to live by the Jawes of their 
Juſts and pleaſures, to beat their arbirriments and wils in all things, to do and to ſuffer, to 
haveand to poſſefſe as they fhall appoint and think meet for you; how intollerablea condi- 
tion(I ſay)this is like to prove unto you, who have been free men and women all your dajes, 
and have had the diſpoſall of your ſelves and of all your wales, and ot the good things that 
the providence of God hath calt in unto your labours or otherwiſe, Oh you . will 
find the changevery fharpe and terrible, beyond what T am able to exprelſe, or your ſelves 
for the preſent ,.. able to apprehend. Whereas on the contrary, it ycu ſhall hold cut this 
one impreſſion and onſet which they are now making upon you, and make good the ground 
you ſtand on againſt them; you ſhal break their cords in ſunder, and calt their 
bands from you - every youſhal make ſuch an intailement of this precious inheritance ve - 
ſpeak of, your liberty, to your childr#n and childrens children, that they ſhall never be abl e- 
tocut off. It they be but now broken. they are not like ever to make thmaſclves whole againe. it 
| . - . You. 
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y wo _—_— perſwaded'2o be men of wiſdom once, you may be men of comfort and peace 
3- For your wives and children,thefe (I make account)are another part of ; 
nfortwartn this world: But as for theſe, neither are they liketo buoy ia GR 
their kind from theſe bags of blood and baſeneſſe,then your liberties and eſtates in their king 
Nay at theſe are capable of the impreflions of more of thoſe vile affeRions which rapein theſe 
men,fo are they like to ſuffer upon terms yet more grievous, even according tothe mmot of 
their capacities in this kind: T he rage of their Juſts (I mean of many of them) is as batbarouy 
and cruell,as the rage of their cruelty it ſelf. And what meaſure you are tocxpe& both in one 
and in the other,in luſt and crneky towards thefe, your wives {I mean) and children : them- 
ſelves have proclaimed in your cares aloud in thoſe patterns and egamples of this kind,which 
in ſeverall places of the Land, they have ſet for themſelves to follow in their future courſe, I 
preſinne you haye heard of divers infolencies and outrages of abomination committed by 
them with an high hand, fuck as have made both our cares te tingle in the hearing. There. 
fore confider and weigh it well with your ſelves: pnt your hearts upon deep and fad, and fe- 
rious apprehenfions of it, how grievous and heart-breaking and ſoul- cutting a Gght it would 
beunto you to ſee the honour and chaſtity of your wives, and daughters plundered by the 
barbareus luſts of theſe brutifh men who are ready to poure ont their abhominable filthinefle 
and uncleannefle where-ever they become, and when they have done execution upon their 
hononrs : with the luft of' uncleannefſe-in the Front . fo bring up the lofts of eruelty in the 
Reare, to dothe like execution apon their lives and blood. Aﬀute your ſelves, that the devil 
hath the driving of them, and he will make them ranne and keep his pace, as far as ever the 
firength of any vilereſſe and, wickednefle in them wil hold ont. And fo fer your littie ones 
that are not for their laſts*itis much to befeared that inthat reſpeR, they will double their 
crueltics upon then, tas you have beard (I preſame) that their brethren in 7e/and, bapriſed 
into the ſame ſpirit of bload and abomination with themkhave done.Oh,how can you beare 
the thoughts of ſuch a day likely tocome upon you, wherein your yong children ſhall be ta- 
ken by the hand of an inhumane monſter,and daſhed in pleces againſt the ſtones, or torn one 
limb from anether,or tofſed upon the point of the Pike or Speare? Afſſare your ſelves that the 
day of all thefe aſtoniſhing things, and perhaps of things more intollerableand aſtoniſhing 
then theſe, is like to come upen you, except yon' will be perſwaded to redeem it, and buy it 
off,at the rate cf your utmoſt endeavonrs, and of all you are able to coto prevent it, if God 
wil vouchſafe the grace and merey to yon, toletyou have it at apy rate. 
4-T hat honorable Senate of both Hauſes of Parliament, conſiting of moſt of theworthies 
of theLand,(\ mean for men of their rank and guality)to whoſe unwearied labours and dili- 
gence,and faithfalneffe, and z:ale, and expence,under God,you and your whole Nation owe 
your-lives and liberties, both ſpirituall and temporall,yea eſtates and all yonr ſweet enjuy* 
ments hicherio; :nd in whoſe peace and pretervationall you yet enjoy,as far at rexton is ate 
to diſcern and judge, is bound up; {io that T may well reckon theſe amongh your Cen pore 
enjoyments) theſe are Itketo periſh and to be cat off ty the right hand of iniquity, :f that ge- 
neration of men whoſe bloody cruelties you both have been heretofore, and are now 294i! 
exhorte{ with a!l your might to-oppcfe ſhal ever get the upper hand, Weknown ioth $1 
ſcmbly, that have #ood by you and itack cloſe to your Jibertics.and the truth and prirityot 
that B.ctigion you profeſſe;; that are the bulwatk and defence agarnit the furious intpreviis' 
ot thoſe wick-d ones.npon you.ard all rhat ig yours; And they know as fuck to0,a7s 20 
vpon them accordingly : they are they that bave robbed thefe Beares uf their whelps, tal 
k.ve haken the feundation of Fopery, Prelacy,and prophartefle ic the Land z and chat wy 
WOLie | 
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worke pon ic night and day,to mekeit a Land of rigkteonſneſſe. hich is an element thar 
theſe kind of Creatures know not holy tolive in. And in this ceg:r41, theſe are the men of 
their rage and hatred above others, thee arethe monnaines that tatid intheir way ; and 
what will they not do, what will they not tuffer toremove them, or ceft thew down, and 


David longed for the waters of the wel of Berblerrm, And if they {Fat ever be but able to dit 
{olve the power and proceedings of this Parliament now fitting , the way will be open and 
ready for them, eit ker roftave eff 31 Paritamenrs for tne future, or (Witch 18 of more danpge-« 
rous conſeq ence of the two) make then themſelves; and forthe Sun of the glory and Peace 
of thi: Nation is like to fe: upon. i: tor ever. | hezeture now confider {1 beſcech you) of how 
| Imentable and unſupportable a conicquence it would be, if this Spring thould be tr onbled(2g 
Salons compariton 13) it theie righteous ſhal fall before theſe wicked ones 3 and Cavaleers 
Gards drink Senators blood: And how would it beabloturon yon, & mike your memo=» 
rial ad isfamy and reproach througiou: all generations, if it ſhonld be {aid;that yeu fate (till 
pd did notbirig, bur keep up your money, while theſe men periſhed at ycur fide, who had 
beena gnardandfatety to you and ro ail that you had:yea;that laboured and travelled with 
- the tionone and fafery of the whole Land,and wereready to cry out;and to have been delive. 
F red,but that jm'tbs Fery breaking torth of the children, your covetouinefle, and your unfaith- 
fulncfſe;aadremifitnefſe berrayed then into the hands of their ehemies, who cruelly defbroy- 
1 ed both parents and children at once, Not to feed your enewic when he hungers, or when he ts 
rhirftynor to give him drinke,, is by the Holy Ghoſt hiniſelf interpreted , to be atevenging 


mn your {elves err himy and wichalbcd bea mattefof high diſpleaſure ini offence unto God. I 
4 beſecoh yolyif notto ſave thelits of an oneny when itis in danger, nay ifnbt to ſupply ſuck 


| 1 necifitiesof bis;which yer perhaps doivt touch his life , bea fin of that provocation in the 
- fight of Godz What fin wil that be,or by what name hal jt be cailed,or what ſhal the meaſure 


on ot the provocation of it in theeyes of God be, when men ſhall ſuffer the greateſt and faith- 
« fuileſt friends they have,that for a long time together have laboured for them In the very fire 


hs night and day,in the very midſt of their fore cor flics and ſirivings wich men,and that chief« 
ly for their ſakes,to periſh by the hand oftheir enemies,when ic was intheic hand and power 


Fi torelieve them? Surcly men muſt create a new Name and God wil create a new puniſhment or 
od hell fer ſuch a fin. : 

5. (And laſtly for matter of this worlds concernment ) what do you think of your lives 
ig themſelves ; if thoſe men of blood ſhall carry the day, and ever come to et up their banners 
al, amongſt you? Wil they not be ſold as cheap 28 Sparrows were among the Jewes, five for two 
his fathings ? Nay, wil they not be troden Cown and trampled upon like clay and mire in the 
I ſtreets, by the foot of the pride, and rage, andinſolency of thetemen ? Would nct your flefty 
"bio de az afeaft of fat things unto them, and your bloodas new Wine? Or it they did ſpare your 
4" lives, would it not be only out of a defire & intent to addeunto your miſerier,to gainoppor- 
499 tunity of infli ging many Ceaths upon you ? Perhaps they have learned a deliberate cruelty, 
e's frem that bloody Emperour Nero : who when any perſon that was accuſed, and under the 
<> liroke and dint of his power , deſired of him that he might be diſpatched and put to dezth, 
4 as Wont to make anfwer , Non ita tecrms 53 gratiame redt: «dl, He was ror yet fo far t: tends 
Tong rith him,as to give him leave to dic: he meant ro havemore ſatisfaAtion out of thera, chez fo. 
tk S01If theſe men give you your lives for a time, you muſt not looke to have them given You 
. wh upon fach terms, as God ſometimes in common deſtru&ions gives his ſervants their lives : 
Worry” #tRs For 4 prey, or booty : No, they wil be given you only as means or Engit.es wherewith :0 
OLke torment you. It may be they wil defire to reſerve and keep you alive, to make {peRutors of 


} Ou, 


' make them into a plain ? doubtlefle they are lick, and long for their kiood, a» much as ever | 
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| Hedoth not fay, teare not thoſe thatcan kill the body, but,whbich do,aQually,frequently and 


" inward parts of cheſemen, to defire not onely yourtemporall , .but eternal deathallo, itis 


you, of alf chat bloody Tragedy they mean to at upon all that belongs co you, in Cri 
your Houlcs,and Cities on fice, in taking away your goods,in offcring villany to your wives 
& your daughters, and then mangling and maffacring them when they have done. And then 
when they have throughly ſcourged you with ſuch Scorpions as thelc,it is like they wil de. 
liver you into the hand ot death-Certain it is, that the ſpirit that works in theſe curſed chil. 
dren of diſobedience which are now your adverſaries, luſts nos onely to your temporal ruine 
and deſtru&ion. but to your everlaſting ruin and deſtruRion alſo, as tar as it knows how to be 
«Give init Our Saviovr bimfelf ſeems to imply as much, Math. 10.28. where he commands 
us not 80 {care thoſ? 14: kill the body ; bat are not able to kill the ſoxle : as far as they arcablety 
goin hatred and malice againR the Saints,they do go,they do kill the body(Gith our Saviour) 


from time to time, ki/ the body, but are not able to kill the ſoule ; doubtlelle intimating, that if 
they were able, they-would kill body and foule,and all. And ſomewhat more plainly (J 
conceive) Toh,.io., And / give anto them eternall life, and they ſhall never perifs,neither foal any 
man pluck (or pull) them out of mine hand ; cleerely implying, that the devilland his infiry. 
ments, wicked men, are ready to pull and tug hard to get even his cle& themſelves out of * 
his hands,out of that hand of -ele&ion and grace, which he hath laid uponthem,and where- 
by he holds: themfaſt. Thus the tory of the Martyrs report, that when the Popiſh Prelates, 
and Priefts were ready to have execution done-upon that faithfull ſervant oſGod 1oby Huſſe 
they uſed theſe words, Now we commit thy ſawule to the divell : And when Hicromof Prague, 
through longand grievous impriſonment grew very fick, and (as bimſelf thought)neere wn- 
todeath, deſired that he might have a.confeſſor (being it ſeems, conſcientious this way) the 
ſtory (aith.ehat very hardly,and with great importunity it could be obtained: which ſhews, 
that it was grief and torment to his enemies, that he ſhould have any thing, thatin their 
opinion might-be a means to fave his ſoulc,after he was dead; beſides many other like ftreynes 
of the ſame ſpiric,which that ſtory preſents unto the diligent Reader.Now chen,there being 
a ſpirit of this profound, deep,and divelliſh enmity againſt you, working in the bowels and 


none other like;but if they ſuſpe& and doubt of the ſtrength of their arme, for the ſending of 
you by death into Hell (as I makelittle queſtion but they do,” they have no great hope of 
hunting your ſoules into the bottomleſſe pit , which is reſerved for their own) they wil 
themſelves create a hell for you, as fullof torment and cruell burnings as they can make it, 
and caſt you into it themſelves before you die, and ſo be gotten out of their reach. Sothat 
there js nothing to be looked for from theſe men but death, or that which is worſerhen 
death, a life to contribute towards the increaſe of the pains and ſorrows of your death: and 
ſo indee1 death howſoever. Therefore I beſeech you conſider the weight of this branch vt 
the preſent motive alſo, Will you thinke of keeping or ſaving your eſtates,tothe lofſe orin- 
minent danger of your lives? Shal younot keep your money to make a goodly purchale, i 
you bring all theſe great evils and miſeries upon you thereby ? Though in many other ca: 
ſes you might make much gain and advantage by making the devil alier, yet it wil be ya 
wiſdome, to juſtific him in that his ſaying ; 5k for 5kin,(or rather skin after Kin, or, Skin 
upon skin) ana al that a man hath will ke give for his life, It yuu have fo much of men 1n yoll 
(as Sathan your enemy ſuppoſeth (it ſeems) that you have) to value your lives at al ſuci 
rate above all your poſſeſſions whatlioever, ſhew it this day,and make a fortification ard bul- 
warke of all that you have for their defence and ſafety z Sa/o9m0n (we know) made fome Dy 
dred3 of Targets, and Shie!ds of Gold, ic ſhouid not be grievcus to any man to ſacrifices 


eſtate, his Gold and Sirer vpon the fervice of his lite, - There 1s a timeto keep ( faith = 
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{nti-Cavalieriſme. 24 
wor) and a time tO ſpend, orto caſt away, Eccle/, 3.8, Certaindy of all otherz that is 
no time to keep, when a mans life lies at the take , andis inall likdikhoodnotto be redec- 
med but by caſting aways Thus much for your tewporall and outward inj oyments, they 
ace all involved and concerned to the uttermoſt, inthe prefent occaſion and ſervice, 
which you have been exhorted, to promote and further with all your ſtrength, andall your 
Wer. 
e But ſecondly, it were wel (at leaſt it were leſle to be laid to heart, ie were a matter of far 
lighter moment and impor tance) if your outward concernments onely, though it wereeven 
colife it (elfe, were imported in that great occaſion, which is now on foot, and hath been a- 
gain and again recommended unto you ; but behold greater things then theſe. Your ſpiritual 
conceraments alſo, are hke to ſuffer, and that in very high degree, if Gog and Magog pre- 
wile, if ever you come tobeat the allowance of Cayaliers, Papifts, and Athiefts, that have 
taken the-field againſt you, for the things of Heaven. You are like to have ſtones inftead of 
bread, and Scorpions in ſtead of Fiſh. Thoſe golden Pipes, by which Heaven and Earth are 
(as it were) joyned together, and have lively communion each with other ; I mean your 
pure ordinances of wor{hip, which have both the wiſdomeand grace and goodnefſe of God 
abundantly in their frame, wil be cut off, and others of Lead laid in their ftead z ordinances 
I mean of an humane conſtitution and frame, whole chiefe ſubſtance , or ingredients wil be 
the wiſdome and wil,ze. the folly and corrnpt affeftions of men by which, not Heaven, bur 
Hell, and the World will be joyned together, and the trade and traffique between both pla- 
ces, much quickned and advanced, ordinances which wil be ready to be caft as dung into 
your faces by God, when you have been excerciſed in them. You muſt never look to ſee the 
goings of God inthe SanRuary, as you have done, to ſee any more vifions of life and immor- 
taity let downfrom Heaven unto you,in theſe houſes of viſion: thoſe excellent raviſhments 
and raptures of fpiric,thoſe taking up into the third Heaven by ſceing him that was greater 
then Salomon 1n all his glory, wil ceaſe from you. Thoſe pure ſtreams of the Goſpel wil be 
al bemired and ſoyled, when they are given unto you to drink: Yea happily and poyloned 
too, bythe influence of the corrupt minds and judgements of thoſe that ſhal give then 
yote you. You muſt looke to havethe Goſpel turned upſide down, and to be made to ftand 
in perfeft conjun&ion with Hell, which looſenefle, wickedneffe, and prophanenefle, aud 
io oppoſition to Heaven, Grace and Holinefſe; to be made a Savour of death to thoſe thar 
ſhal be ſaved yz and a Savour of life to thoſe that ſhal periſh. It wil be made to frown upon 


thoſe that are godly,and to look cheerfully and comfortably upon looſe men. So that if your 


ſoule (hal luſt for theſe Summer fruits, if you ſhal defire to have communion with God » In 
communion and fellowſhip with his Saints, If you ſhall defire at any time to be rained upor: 
by 8 ſhower of life and peace from Heaven, you muſt repaire again to the woods and monn- 
taines,or to the covert of ſome cloſe and ſecret place, where you muſt eate the bread of YOu: 
foples in peril of your lives ; as your forefathers did in Queen Aaries daies, on with dange: 
of ſuffering whatever the malice and revengetul ſpirit of your enemies ſhal think good or car 
deviſe to infli& upon you. 

Therefore now conſider, you that have had tke liberty of your SanQuaries , and of your 


- 


publique aſſemblies, that have been fed with howey ont of the Riche, and with the fineſt Wheat of 


Heayen,you that have had an open and free trade to Heaven, and have had glorious returnes 
from them day afcer day, to whom the Minittery of the Goſpel, hath been as the wings of 
the morning,as Chariots of fire to carry you np and down as it were in ſpiritua'] tate and 
tiamph between Heaven and earth ; Oh how wil that day be as the thaddow of death unto 
you,wherein you muſt exchange your Quailes _— anna trom Heaven, for the Garlike and 
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| anti-Cavaliertſme, 32 
weſpealk of, would docupon the Liraell of God amongſt us. That did bue touch the Egypti- 
ans in the lives of one In every Family reſpeCively:but the itroke which i now lifted up, & 
likely to be given in thelaad, wherever it light, ſhould ic fall upon the ri. ht hand,upon the 
le of God,it wound them all and that very ſore, yea and th-t not in ſome, butin al: their 
concernments and injoyments whatſoever, alwell in thoſe which relate to this world preſent 
a3 in thoſe whoſe accommodations are more peculiarly for that world which is yet to come 
(as hath been ſhewed already) if evec thatmountain of prophanzfle, which now you are ex- 
horted to put your ſhoulders cO remove, ſhall be eftabliſhed, doubtlefſe it will magnifieic (elte 
againſt all that is called holy i the Land ; it will lie heavie and opprefle, if not overwhelm 
ind bury under it, all chat have the mark of the living Go1upcn them. Therefore I beſeech 
you confider what you doe:It this great evil ſhallcomeupon the Church and people of God 
zmongſt you,and you be found dull and heavie, negligent and remiſſein the preventing of it, 
and not improve your ſelves to the atmoſt that way, when as it hath been ſo fully and fechng- 
ly, and frequently both repreſented and recommendedd unto you, ſhall you not bring the 
onilt of it all upon your heads ? Shall you not be looked upon both by God and men, as ac- 
ceſſiries. ( ifnot principalls) in all choſe ſore af{litions and calamicies, whick in this caſe 
hall fall upon them ? will not God require their ſorrowes,and their tears, and their troubles 
ind their affti&ions, andall the extremity they ſhall endure at your hands ? ben 1 ball [ay 
vnto the wick2d( faith the Lord to his Prophet Ezckicl) Oh wicked man thou ſhalt die the death, 
if tho doſt not ſpeak and admoniſh the wicked of his ways that wicked man ſhall die for his iniquity 
- but his bloud will I require at thine hand, £zck..33. If God will require the bloud of a wicked 
manatthe hand of his Prophet in caſe he did not ſeek to prevent it by admoniſhing him : 
willhe no much more require the ſorrowes, fighings, trobles, teares,extremities,bloud of a 
whole nation of Saints, at che hands of thoſe, by whoſe unfaichfulneſſe, coldnefſe, covet- 
ouſneſſe, negligence inany kind, they (hall come upon them. The ſon of max (faith our Savi- 
our.) goeth his way as it written of him but wee betothat man by whom the Son of man is betray« 


ed: it had beene good for that man if that he had newer been born:la like manner the Church and Matt.a6. 


people of God amongſt us may yet tuffer grievous things, but woe be to thoſe, whomſoe- 


 verthey be, be they fewer, be they more, be they rich be they poore, by whom their peace 


and fafety ſhall be betrayed. | 
Fourthly (and laſtly)all our own concernments and the concernments of all our dearebre= 
thren in thefaich throughout the Land, arc bound up in the buttneſſe, which hath beene 
frequently and +ffe&ionately recommended unto you; to are thelike concernments of others 
of our brethren alſo,partakers of like precious faith wich you, in other Lands and Kingdoms 
bound up likewiſe herein ; though not all (perhaps ) inthe ſame degree, There is a come 
mon report of a ſtrange Sy mpathie between Hypocrate? twins, that they alwaies cried toge- 
ther, and laughed together, And doubtlefle there is ſome fuck ſympathie between all the re- 
formed Churches (as we call them) in theſe parts of theworld: among(t which likewiſe I 
com; reherid thoſe plantations of our Brethren of this Land, in Amcrice, and other Weſtern 
parts, at leaſt between all that are trulie faithſull and found in that profeſſion which they 
make in theſe Churches.I doe not ſpeak here of that toward or fpirituall ſympathie, which 
in reſpeR of reciprocall affe&ions and mutual tenderneflc intercedes between all the true anc 


Eliving members of the mytticall body of Chriſt,though never fo remote «ſunder, but of that 


mutualldependencie which the outward affzirs and condition of eyerie one hath, upon tlc 
condition of the other, ſo that the proſperity and weil eſfabliſhed peace of any one, hath an 
nflueace into, and contributes more orleſſe towards thelike eſtabliſhment of the other : As 
pn the contrary, the ſhaking, trouble, ruine, ot deltruſtion of any one weakens the owes. 
an 
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and impairesmore or leflc the-ſecurity of all the other So that they aſt necds ati weep to 

ther, and all laugh together. Now then,this is that which I fay,and bold forth to your ons 
ſtianand godly conſiderations in this motive ; that the ation wherein the church and _—_ 
of God iathe Land arenow ingaged,and which is yetdepending between them and their ” 
verlaries 'will in the iflue, cloſe,and fall of ic,be of very remaxkable concerament to all the 


' Saints of God inall thoſe other churchesmentioned;it ic falls on the right hand jt Wil be the 


riches ſtrength,and increaſe of them ; ifon the lett,it will be the diminiſhing ſhakir : 
pairing of them.therefore conſider I beſeech you the great weight and key, = 
portunity:thatis before you, it through your zeal — and faithfullneſſe to S 
vance:itandthebleſſing of Godupod it,yourpreſent ſervice thall proſper,your light will he 


likethe /ightwing which as our(Saviour faith)/orneth from the Eaſteven unto the Weſt the heat 


and warmth, and living influence thereof, ſhall pierce through many kingdomes great and 
large, as France, Germany, Bohemia, Hungaria, Polonia, Denmark, Sweaen, with many others 

find out all the children of God,and all that are friends tothe Kingdome of Heayen, and 
will be a cheering and refreſhing to them:Eſpecially go your brethren in their ſeveral! plan. 
tations infarre countreyes; and moſt ofallto thoſein theſe united and neere kingdomes, 
Scotlaud and Irelahd, it will be as a feaſt of far things, and of wines well refined: and parti- 


_ cularlyto poor bleeding dying reland,it will be as a reſurreRion from deathunto life. Now 


then in as much as God hath fet you this day, as the Sunne in the firmament of Heaven, 
fromwhence:he hath.an opportunitie and advantage to fend forth his beames,and to furniſh 
andifill theworld with his light and influence round about him ; ſince you have the commo- 
diouſnes of ſuch a Randing,that you may do good to all that is Gods,T mean toall the Saints 
in all their difperfionsand- throughout ſo-many kingdomes, and ach a conſiderable 
part of the world as hath been mentioned, ſo that you may cauſe them to riſe up before you 
and call you blefſed; Ibeſeech you doe not betray thisfirft bore opportunticy of Hea- 
ven.:look.upen itas agreatandſolemne invitationfrom God himſelf unto you,to dogreats 


-”:  " erthingsfortheworld, atleaſt for the Chriſtian world, then ever you did unto this day; oc 


then ever youare like to doe theſecond time, yea thenany'particular Chriſtian State ever did, 
aris like to dozwhile the world ftands. Godhath prepared and fitted a Table for you lirge 
enough,if you will but ſpread and furniſh it, with ſuch proviſions as are under your hand,that 
youtnay feaſt,and giveroyall entertainment, to the whole houthold of faith, almoſt through. 
anoboaotiolenrorldat once. And fhall it now ſeem any great thing in our ages, or bein the 


leaſt meafirre grievcus untoany man or woman of you, even to laviſh his gold out of bapges, 


tobeftow his whole ſubſtanceto deveſt himſelf of all he poſſefſeth in this world, even to his 
ſhooe Larcher,.tofurniſh and ſet out ſuch ancecaſionas this ie, like it ſelf? Shallnot thevery 
conſcienceand.camfortable remembrance of ſuch athing as this done wich uprightneſle and 
fipplicicy of heart by youbea thouſand times betterthen any ſuperfluities of Silver orof 
1d,or of meats, or of drinks, or ofhou ſes, or of jewells, or ofaparre]l, whatſoeve: ? Nay: 
ihwe'fthall-bring povertie, and nakeJnefſe and hunger and thicſt upon our ſelves, to purchzle 
and procureit, will it not|be better then aneſtace, then cloathing? then meat and drinks 
tOu8twill it not take out the burning; and alay thebi tterneſſe of all theſe 2 Doudil:fcthe 
honaur.and;conſtience of the fat, will -beare all the charges, and anfier all the expence ofit 
tothefull.The opportunityand occafionis fo rich and glorious, that it calls to remembrance 
(as:ſomezimes the ſhadow doth the:fubſtance)thegreat opportunity that was before the Lord 
Jeſus Chrik, forthe ſalvationoftheworld : W-know thathe being richbecame poo te: that 
the world-through him mightbe-made rich. You have tke:;partern in the. muunt betore you 
See thataccording to your line and:meafare you make all things like t0.1's ad 


